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Above: Finn Finestone takes on 
the competition.

PHOTOS BY BRIAN FINESTONE 

I think what 
it will really 
do is it will 
complete the 
puzzle of the 
Sea to Sky 
corridor for 
BMX

BRIAN FINESTONE

WHISTLER TO ADD 
LAST PIECE OF BMX PUZZLE
It’s taken four years and more work than Brian Finestone 
could have imagined. But a BMX track is on the verge of 
becoming a reality in Whistler this year.

A good chunk of money is in the bank, a site has been 
chosen at Bayly Park, and there’s both the political and 
public will to see it done. Finally, Whistler will have a 
sister BMX track to ones in Squamish and Pemberton 
— a track everyone can ride from tots on run bikes to 
national champs.

“I think what it will really do is it will complete the puzzle 
of the Sea to Sky corridor for BMX,” says Brian Finestone, 
one of the driving forces behind the track in his volunteer 
time with Whistler BMX. He’s also the manager of the 
Whistler Mountain Bike Park so he knows a thing or two 
about the local biking scene.

“To have three tracks in three communities and the 
support that that gives for the local athletes, that’s what 
we’re targeting. The growth in the sport is tremendous. 
The fact that the root of this mountain biking explosion 
that we’ve seen comes from BMX and the number of elite 
mountain bike professionals that have a BMX background is 
huge — it’s almost a who’s who list in the sport.”

After searching high and low for a flat site in Whistler 
large enough to hold a track, Bayly Park has been 
chosen. There’s just one problem; the park sits on top of 
the old landfill.

Covering that landfill is a $1.4 million membrane that 
includes methane vents. The trick is to make sure the fill for 
the track isn’t so heavy that it will puncture the membrane.

“We really want to make sure that we’re doing it right 
the first time so we don’t have to do it a second time,” 
says Finestone.

Engineering firms are now involved and will need to sign 
off before construction can begin. But Finestone is used to 
finding solutions to what seem like dead-end problems.

If all goes according to plan, it’s a summer start and it 
won’t take much time to complete. Meanwhile, the club will 
continue to fundraise to balance the $280,000 budget.

“Whistler does have a history of BMX,” says Finestone. 
“We hosted the World Championships in 1986… The 
ultimate dream would be to bring back Worlds and host 
that in Whistler again.” 

rip-through reads for a short break

QUICK LAPS 
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Jinya Nishiwaki dropping 
in on Sproatt Mountain.

PHOTO BY RUEBEN KRABBE 
RUEBENKRABBE.COM

SPROATT ALPINE UPDATE 
– WHAT’S IN A NAME?
Whistler trail builder Dan Raymond knows 
the importance of a good name. And 
admittedly, the Sproatt Alpine Trail is a little 
dry, a little boring.

It certainly doesn’t reflect what the trail 
means to Whistler’s moutain biking scene. 
When complete it will be an 18 km, 6-hour 
intermediate roundtrip to the alpine and 
down — the first multi-use trail in the 
alpine, the kind of trail WORCA (Whistler 
Off Road Cycling Association) was fighting 
for 25 years ago when it first formed.

Raymond, who has spent more time on 
the trail than anyone else, has carved out 
1.5 km so far from the Flank uphill.

“Every metre of trail was a step forward 
on the way to the top,” he says.

But what to do about that mundane 
name?

Raymond’s first idea is: The First Rule of 
Bike Club. He explains that getting access 
to the alpine was WORCA’s first order of 
business, so what if it took 25 years. The 
name is also meant as an oxymoron. 
Raymond quotes the movie Fight Club: “The 
first rule of Fight Club is: You do not talk 
about Fight Club.”

“In this case, I want everybody to know 

about it,” he jokes.
But as he logs more and more hours on 

the trail, he comes up with other ideas.
One particular day he was confronted 

with a bold squirrel that kept barking at 
him. Lord of the Squirrels, he thought.

Still, there are two more years left to build, 
hundreds of hours to spend time on the trail. 
Another name may arise organically.

But Raymond knows that once a name 
gets around, it sticks.

“That’s why I’m campaigning now,” he 
jokes.

While he thinks of the name, he will be 
focusing on the task at hand — another 
6.5 km to the top. With the help of grant 
money this summer, Raymond will have a 
bigger crew to help with the load (bigger 
than his crew of two, himself and another 
trail builder, last year). There are also plans 
for volunteer trail building weekends, in 
part because the work is getting farther 
and farther away from the valley. 

Ultimately this 8 km will turn into the 
downhill section of the trail, linking up with 
the work being done by the municipality 
on a 10 km uphill.

Raymond says: “Once you get into 
the pristine untouched forest up there, 
it’s really quite different than what we 
have in the valley. It makes for a great 
hike as well.”  

quick laps

BEST TRAILS, 
BEST GUIDES, 
BEST BIKES

Over 25 years experience for riders 
of all levels in spectacular Whistler

Tours, Guide Hire, Rentals, 
Corporate Groups

Santa Cruz Bronson demo fleet

888-902-1221
whistlerbikeguide.com
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Breathtaking views 
from the trail 
that will honour 
pilot/glider Rudy 
Rozsypalek.

PHOTO BY 
ED WITWICKI

A bike mechanic at work at the 
Whistler Adventure School.

PHOTO COURTESY OF WHISTLER 
ADVENTURE SCHOOL

LEARNING THE 
MECHANICS OF BIKES
Trusting your bike mechanic 
is a little like trusting your car 
mechanic — you’re literally putting 
your life in their hands.

You don’t think much about it but 
this is a trained skill, critical to keeping 
Whistler on its bikes.

Enter Whistler Adventure School.
The school has been around 

for just a year now, pumping 
out trained students who can be 
dropped into any bike shop in 
Whistler, or anywhere else, and 
start working on bikes.

In addition to ski tuning 
courses and boot fitting courses 
and marketing/media courses, 
Whistler Adventure School offers 
the increasingly popular bike 
mechanic courses. So why offer a 
course like this?

“There’s a demand for that skill 
within the Whistler bike shops,” says 
Eric Hughes, operations manager 
for WAS.

“It means that the employers out 
there can actually employ people 
with a certificate, knowing they’re 
trained properly.”

There are two types of bike 
mechanic courses — one 60-hour 
course for students looking to get 
into the business, one fundamental 
15-hour course for the everyday 
garage mechanic.

The school provides it all from the 
bikes to the stands to the tools.

Check out courses at 
whistleradventureschool.com.

quick laps

NEW TRAIL IN PEMBERTON 
TO HONOUR LOCAL GLIDER 
Pemberton mountain bikers looking for an 
easier descent in the Mackenzie Basin trail 
network need look no further this year. 

A new trail, built to honour the memory 
of long-time Pemberton pilot and glider 
Rudy Rozsypalek, has been created. It is 
an intermediate option in the Mackenzie 
area, peppered with double black 
diamond trails.

The trail runs off the Middle Earth 
climbing trail, connecting to Overnight 
Sensation.

“The location of the trail is quite high 
up on the mountain over areas where he 
used to soar,” says Ian Kruger, who sits on 
the board of the Pemberton Valley Trails 

Association (PVTA) and was instrumental in 
getting the trail in the ground.

Two years ago, Rozsypalek died in a 
devastating mid-air crash above Nairn 
Falls Provincial Park, which claimed 
four lives including the well-known 
Pemberton glider. 

“I think if you’re going to make a 
community trail in honour of somebody, I 
think it’s best for it to be approachable for 
everyone,” says Kruger.

“It’s a good way to rally the community 
around his memory.”

The trail wraps around the front side of 
the mountain with spectacular views of the 
valley, the town and Mount Currie.

Rozsypalek was an experienced pilot 
who operated the Pemberton Soaring 
Centre for 20 years.

His family will officially name the tail 
this summer. 
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A scenic road 
ride to the 

Callaghan Valley.

PHOTO BY MIKE 
CRANE / TOURISM 

WHISTLER

HITTING THE ROAD 
WITH EVERYONE
Whistler Cycling Club expanding its
 offerings for beginners

By DAN FALLOON

As more riders hit the road in the Sea to Sky 
corridor, the local road riding club is working on 
embracing more members who are starting to 
push their pedals for the first time.

Heading into its second year, the Whistler 
Cycling Club (WCC) is adding a Wednesday night 
ride, led by Kelly Blunden, to help interested new 
riders stick with the sport.

“We want to be more inclusive. That was one 
of our goals from the first year,” WCC president 
Frank Savage says. “The intent (of the Wednesday 
ride) is to be shorter, to be a little slower-paced 
and more of a learning kind of experience so 
you’re not just thrown into the fire. We’ll just see if 
there’s an interest in that and see where it goes.”

The interest appears to be out there as more 
and more people look to road riding as not only a 
way to cross-train and keep in shape but also to 
have fun and meet fellow riders.

Savage described the Tuesday night ride as a 
“training ride” where riders self-classify into three 
different groups, with the C group being the most 
“mellow.” However, last year there were some 

riders who weren’t quite ready to do the ride to 
the Callaghan straightaway, and the Wednesday 
night sessions will look to fill in the gaps.

“(Last year), even though we tried to break 
them up, there was just still too big a difference 
between the riders and this year, we’re now 
going to completely separate the rides,” rides and 
events coordinator Mike Rogerson explains.

Rogerson observed newer riders felt intimidated 

by the more experienced participants, and is 
hoping to foster a smaller, more comfortable 
environment to help them settle in this year.

“We had great intentions, and I think we fell 
short in many areas, but that’s something that we 
haven’t been defeated on… We’re going to try to 
develop the club in that area as well,” he adds.

For more information or to register, visit 
whistlercyclingclub.ca. 

quick laps

MEADOW PARK SPORTS CENTRE
SWIM // SKATE // SWEAT // SQUASH

Exercise and Unwind at Meadow Park Sports Centre
Visit our website for the monthly activity schedule: www.whistler.ca/recreation 
Or see our weekly ad in The Question for scheduled programs.

VOTED 
BEST FITNESS FACILITY 
& BEST RAINY DAY 
ACTIVITY FOR FAMILIES

50% OFF DROP IN ADMISSIONTUES & FRI NIGHTS, 6-10PM

LOCATED 
JUST 4 KM 

NORTH OF THE 
VILLAGE

Information line: 604-935-PLAY
www.whistler.ca/recreation
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John Blair and the
Whistler Bike Park
Trail Crew working
on the bridge in
Freight Train.

PHOTO BY 
LOGAN SWAYZE //
COASTPHOTO.COOM

KEN & BARBIE 
RACE TOGETHER
2015 ushers in the first “couples” race 
in Whistler, another brainchild of well-
known race designer Tony Horn. In the 
spirit of all Horn’s races, Ken & Barbie 
is designed to weed out Whistler’s 
mountain biking power couple.

By his own admission, Horn wants 
to “push people a bit outside of their 
comfort level with the goal of creating a 
truely memorable experience.”

And in the spirit of past epic races 
including Samurai, the Card series races 
and the women’s only races, there will 
be a large element of fun.

It’s a three-stage race over two days 
and couples will compete in cross-
country, downhill and enduro. And of 
course, there will be a Ken and Barbie 
dressup after-party.

Don’t feel left out if you’re not part of 
a couple. There are ways to join in: the 
“DirtyLife” WORCA dating service or “The 
Dating Game” for a chance to team up 
with a pro rider, or volunteer.

The event takes place July 10-11. 
Check out worca.com for more info or 
find the Barbie & Ken Facebook page.

quick laps

BIKE PARK LOOKS 
TO DEVELOP 
PROGRESSION
It takes time to learn how to get 
air on a mountain bike.

The masterminds at the 
Whistler Mountain Bike Park 
know this and they’re trying to 
smooth the way.

It’s all about progression this 
year. While there’s nothing like 
the feeling of getting air on your 
bike, you need to learn how to do 

it safely and properly.
Take Crank It Up — a blue run 

and one of the most popular 
trails in the park with small to 
medium-sized jumps on a wider 
machine-made trail.

“It’s too much of a jump, so to 
speak, for people learning those 
skills,” says Rob McSkimming, 
WB’s vice president of business 
development.

Adjustments are now on the 
way for Crank It Up. WB is also 
building another trail close to 
it that will progress from the 
reburbished Crank It Up. It’s 

called: Crank It Up More.
The same is true for Easy 

Does It — the easiest trail in the 
park. Park crews will be working 
on the riding surface of that 
trail and the shape of some of 
the turns, making it easier with 
more flow.

“We just want that first step 
to be more welcoming, less 
intimating,” says McSkimming. 

There are plans to build 
various offshoots to Easy Does 
It that will gradually introduce 
more difficult elements as 
people progress.  
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In Whistler, children play in sandboxes a little differently. In other places, 
kids push around mini bulldozers and miniature race cars, but in Whistler, 
it’s scale model mountain bikes. Instead of building roads and imaginary 
cities, they construct huge bike parks, adding in rocks and bits of wood to 
create the features. 
And when they send their tiny bikes off the fist-sized booters they carefully 
shaped and scraped with their shovels, their little hands twisting and 
flipping their toys through the air, they know the name of the trick, and the 
name of the rider they saw do that trick at Crankworx last year…

The latest class of 
young riders 

from Whistler 
is ready to 

take on the 
world

By ANDREW MITCHELL
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Growing up in Whistler 
is to grow up in the 
heart of mountain 

bike culture — a place 
where kids learn that they 
can compete with the best 
in the world for the simple 
reason that they’re following 
in the footsteps of other 
Whistler riders — kids who 
went to the same schools, 
rode the same trails, skied 
the same slopes, and lived 
the same life.

This is the town where 
lift-assisted mountain 
biking was perfected… 
where competitive freeride 
was invented… where 
almost one out of every five 
people is a member of the 
local mountain bike club… 
where there is world-class 
mountain biking accessible 
from almost every 
neighbourhood… where 
kids get pedal bikes at the 
age of two, start pedalling 
at the age of three, and 
start taking coached camps 
as young as five. 

And then there are the 
trails. The climbs are long 
and steep, the descents are 

technical, and one section 
of singletrack usually links 
up with another, and then 
another, and then another 
to make any ride epic. You 
can bike all the way from 
Function to Wedge on both 
sides of the valley without 
even leaving the dirt.  

As a result of this 
bike-obsessed culture, 
and backyard events 
like Crankworx, Whistler 
has produced a 
disproportionate number 
of provincial and national 
mountain bike champions 
at the junior level — not 
to mention some of the 
best-recognized riders in 
the world.

Among the current 
crop of up-and-comers 
are Mahon Lamont, 
Georgia Astle, and the Iles 
brothers, Jack and Finn. 
All four are taking on the 
best in Canada and the 
world this year — Lamont 
in cross country, Jack and 
Finn in downhill, and Astle 
in downhill and enduro. 
And they couldn’t be more 
excited about it.

Opposite: Mahon 
Lamont, Jack Iles, 
Georgia Astle and 
Finn Iles are ready to 
take on the world.

PHOTO BY DAVE 
BUZZARD 
WWW.MEDIA-CENTRE.CA

Right: Whistler local 
Georgia Astle chats 
with Brett Tippie 
before her start in the 
SRAM Canadian Open 
Enduro presented by 
Specialized. 

PHOTO BY 
SCOTT ROBARTS 
SCOTTROBARTS.CA

Right: Finn Iles 
throwing his signature
whip on Crabapple
Hits in Whistler Bike 
Park.

PHOTO BY 
SEAN ST. DENIS
SEANSTDENIS
PHOTOGRAPHY.COM

604.962.4115 
105-4369 MAIN ST • INFO@PEAKEDPIES.COM

www.peakedpies.com

Savoury Australian Meat Pies

Breakfast Pies

Sweet Pies

Australian Style Coffee & Dessert

PeakedPies

OPEN 8AM ‘TIL 9PM
OPPOSITE 7-11 ON MAIN STREET

Peake

    

“MUST HAVE 
circular pillows of 

awesomeness”
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Right:
Mahon Lamont mid-ride 

in the HC UCI Race in 
Fontana last year.

PHOTO SUBMITTED

Below:
PHOTOS SUBMITTED

MAHON
LAMONT
AGE: 19
SPONSORS: Santa Cruz

Mahon Lamont is a Whistler kid, 
born and raised here by parents 
that ride as much as he does. 

There was never a question 
of whether he was going to ride 
mountain bikes, but when. He still 
remembers the day his training 
wheels came off; he rode to a 
friend’s house on the other side of 
Alpine Meadows. 

“I went on my first adventure 
on my single speed bike up Alpine 
Way to see my friend Ryan, which 
I remember as being quite the 
challenge,” says Lamont, who 
graduated high school last year 
and is currently taking a “gap” year 
to ride his bike before starting an 
engineering program this fall.  

Lamont doesn’t remember the 
exact day he rode off pavement 
for the first time, but he knows he 
started young, and that his first ride 
was probably in Lost Lake. 

“Growing up in Whistler, there 
was never really a time where I 
didn’t ride on trails,” he says. 

For a few years, he mostly rode 
with a friend, then started riding 
with his mom Caroline when his 
friend went back to Australia for 
a year. 

“We were about the same speed, 
and she was able to keep me from 
whining too much out on the trails,” 
Lamont jokes. 

But it wasn’t going to last forever. 
“The one memory my mom 

always tells me is when I was 
supposed to ride with her in a 
(Toonie) race but I dropped her on 
the Scotia Creek climb. When she 
asked a family friend where I was, 
they told her I was long gone.”

Lamont’s father Grant is also a 
big influence. He still works as a bike 
guide, and was a founding member 
of WORCA (the Whistler Off Road 
Cycling Association) 30 years ago. 

After outpacing his mother, 
Lamont’s primary riding partner 
was the family dog Otter for several 
years — an infamously energetic 
black lab — but even that riding 
partnership wasn’t going to last. 

“As I have gotten faster, and he 
slightly older, I’ve had to cut down 
on my riding time with him,” says 
Lamont, “although he still loves to 
do a Yummy Nummy lap with me — 
he knows all the shortcuts.”

Lamont was a pretty serious 
hockey player growing up, and 
it wasn’t until late in elementary 
school that he realized that all 
his recreational riding made him 
a pretty good racer. He won an 
elementary high school race against 
other kids in Sea to Sky when he 
was Grade 7, then was the top high 
school racer in the province the 
following year. Since then he’s done 
almost every race in the Whistler 
area, frequently winning or placing 
in his age category.

He’s had a few older riders 
mentor him, his parents included, 
but Lamont credits Tony Routley 
— arguably one of the top masters 

riders in Canada, and the father of 
national road champ Will Routley — 
for having the greatest impact on 
his competitive career. 

This year Lamont has joined the 
Santa Cruz development team, 
and with some support from Onni 
Group and others he will compete 
in US Cup events as well as all of the 
major Canadian races. His major 
focus is the Canadian Nationals in 
Quebec, where he hopes to make 
the podium in the U23 category.

Getting to that level in cross-
country isn’t easy. Lamont has 
ridden six days a week and 11 
months a year for the past three 
years, but he is still having fun on 
his bike. Living in Whistler is a large 
part of the reason why. 

“I grew up going to as many 
WORCA Dirt Camps as they would 
let me,” he says, of WORCA’s 
influence. “I started racing at Toonie 
Rides, where I was able to meet a 
lot of people, and have some great 
experiences.”

Last summer, Lamont — freshly 
graduated from high school — won 
his first Toonie Ride, edging out a 

group of extremely fast, technically 
skilled veteran riders that regularly 
rank among the top racers in the 
province. He didn’t come out of 
nowhere however; he’s been riding 
with the top group for a couple of 
years now, but it was gratifying to 
finally put a winning race together. 

“I grew up hanging out at Toonie 
Rides while my parents rode, so it 
was ingrained into my mind that I 
should want to do them,” he says. 
“(Finally) winning a Toonie was sort 
of weird for me, as I had chances 
to win it in the years previous 
but things always went wrong for 
me… so it was more of a relief 
than anything. To be honest, I just 
appreciated it for that one night, 
then moved on to my next goal.”

Some of those goals include 
continuing to ride and race at a high 
performance level, and to progress 
as an athlete, something he plans 
to continue to do even after school 
gets underway. “My biggest goal 
while at school, other than getting 
a degree, is to continue to race at 
a high level and be on the bike as 
much as possible.”

Growing up in 
Whistler, there 
was never really 
a time where 
I didn’t ride 
on trails

MAHON LAMONT
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Above:  Racing the 
Fontana City Nationals.

PHOTO BY MARCELO RIVEROS

GEORGIA
ASTLE
AGE: 17
SPONSORS: Juliana Bikes

Of all the up-and-coming young riders 
coming out of Whistler, one of the 
most improbable was Georgia Astle — 
a late starter by community standards. 
She did a few WORCA camps when 
she was younger and the occasional 
family ride over the years, but it 
wasn’t until she reached high school 
and joined the Whistler Secondary 
mountain bike team that all the gears 
fell into place. Before then, her main 
sport was hockey.

“All my friends were joining the 
mountain bike team, so I decided to 
give a try,” she says. “I went to the first 
couple of XC races, which is when I got 
really hooked on it. For the next year I 
saved up all of my money and I bought 
my first bike.

“Most of the trails we raced on 
weren’t very technical at all and the 
races were only about 15 minutes 
long, but it was really fun. And when 
we went out training together as a 
group we’d ride all the sweet trails in 
the valley, which is when I started to 
get more into it. We rode everything.”

It didn’t take Astle long to turn 
heads. At the age of 15, she placed 
sixth overall in the local Battle for Bond 
Enduro, a women’s only race that drew 
more than 200 riders — including 
some of the top female racers in Sea 
to Sky. She won the last leg and placed 
second in another, riding a bike she 
borrowed from her mother.

“I was really not expecting that at 
all, it was after my first year of racing 
cross country on the first bike I’ve ever 
owned, and I wasn’t even riding my 
bike that day,” she says. 

Proving it was no fluke, she 
entered the Canadian Open Enduro 
at Crankworx the following summer, 
also placing sixth in the open women’s 
category. She was the top Canadian 
rider, aided by her insider knowledge 
riding some of the technical trails on 
the route.

“My best stages were on Micro 
Climate and Crazy Train, which were 
two of my favourite rides at the time. 
Still are, actually.” 

Astle transitioned into the bike park 
last season, and started racing Enduro 
as well. True to form, she captured 
the national junior title in downhill, 
and won a selection of other DH and 
Enduro events. In the BC Enduro 
series, she won three of four events 

racing against adults in the women’s 
open category. 

This year, only her fourth season 
riding a mountain bike, she’s cranking 
things up yet again and will ride a 
few stops on the World Cup downhill 
circuit. Her main goal is to race in 
Vallnord, Andorra, at the UCI world 
championships. She also confirmed 
that she would be racing in the last 
two Enduro World Series events in 
Spain and Italy.

Only a few years ago Astle wouldn’t 
have been able to picture herself 
racing internationally. Now she can’t 
picture herself doing anything else. 

“I don’t know exactly what it was 
that clicked, but I think I just really, 
really like being outside and in the 
forest,” she says. “And it’s so easy to 
go mountain biking with friends here, 
I really like that part about it. That’s 
one of the main reasons I like enduro, 
most of the time you’re just riding up 
hills with friends. It’s still an individual 
sport and you’re racing on the way 
down, but you’re always with people. 
It’s always social and fun.”

She’s also enjoying being part of 
the bike park community, and the fact 
that she can just show up and end up 
meeting friends in the lift line.

“It’s hard not to bike if you live 
here,” she says. “I’d have to say that 
my biggest influence right now is just 
my friends, and seeing everyone have 
fun in the bike park and on the trails. 
There’s always a new challenge, and 
I love the fitness. Getting to the top 
of the hill is an awesome feeling. And 
then you get to go down!”
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JACK
ILES
AGE: 18
SPONSORS: Norco, Bell, 100%, Dissent 
Labs, Formula Brakes, Race Face, 
Schwalbe, Novatec, HT Components, 
Fox Shocks, Shimano, MRP, 
Maxxima, Giro, 2Under, Projekt

FINN
ILES
AGE: 15
SPONSORS: Lapierre, SRAM, Easton, 
100%, Six Six One, One Industries, 
Crank Bros., Schwalbe, Lizard Skins, 
STG, E13, RockShox, FSA, Muc-Off, 
GoPro, 5.10, 2Undr.

Growing up, Jack and Finn Iles were 
the quintessential Whistler kids, even 
when they weren’t. 

They actually grew up in Banff, 
a completely different mountain 
resort, moving to Whistler with 
their family specifically because of 
the training opportunities. Jack and 
Finn both raced BMX in Alberta, and 
caught the mountain bike bug at 
a young age — quickly outgrowing 
the experience that was available in 
their own backyard.

“We came here for Crankworx for 
three years in a row, and then we 
decided to move here,” says Jack. 

“I remember the first time we came, 
it was this huge privilege to be able 
ride in Whistler. We thought this was 
the coolest place. With all the trails 
and the bike park, we just got hooked, 
and we started coming more often 
and staying for longer. 

“Banff is in a national park so there 
weren’t many places to ride, and all 
the trails that people built a few years 
ago got shut down. You had to get in 
a car and drive a long way to get any 
good riding, and none of it was as 
good as Whistler. Whistler was where 
we needed to be, and luckily our 
parents agreed.”

Jack will join the men’s World Cup 
Circuit this year, and is coming into his 
rookie year with a goal of making at 
least one top 30. Although he was the 
top junior in Canada last year and isn’t 
far off the senior pace, he knows he 
still has a long way to go to get the top 
of the podium.

“I just want to reach my limit,” he 
says. “Anyone you talk to has the 
same goal, of winning the world 
championships, and obviously that’s 
my goal too. But right now I’m really 
just focused on pushing myself. I’m 
going to keep going and going until I 
can’t get any faster.

“There’s still so much for me to 
develop, including some riding skills I 
haven’t learned yet. And I have a lot of 
strength and conditioning training to 
do. A few years on the World Cup circuit 

Jack Iles flies down the final 
slopes of the Garbanzo DH 
during Crankworx 2014.

PHOTO BY SCOTT ROBARTS
SCOTTROBARTS.CA

Whistler was 
where we needed 
to be, and luckily 
our parents 
agreed.

JACK ILES

fineline
bike shop

Function Junction 
Whistler 604 935 3463

3-1040 millar creek road
www.finelinewhistler.net
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1045 Millar Creek Rd
Located in Function Junction
10 mins. from Whistler Village

604-962-8889 ext 105

Fresh & Cold
Award-winning craft beers on tap, 

retail gifts, keg sales and
take-away 6-packs & 12-packs.  

Growlers & Seasonal beers • Ice • Pub food

TAP HOUSE HOURS:
7 days a week 

Mon, Tues, Thurs: 1–8pm
Wednesdays: 1–10pm – DJ night

Fridays: 1–10pm – Tap House live
Sat– Sun: noon-8pm 

$13.95 includes 4 samples of our
award winning craft beer.

 Professionally Guided 
Brewery Tours!
at 2.30pm and 4:00pm daily. 
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will help push me to get better.”
Since he arrived in Whistler, Jack 

has also had access to coaches 
over the years, including Andrew 
Shandro, Mike Jones, Chris Kovarik 
and Cory Leclerc. As a junior, he 
placed fifth overall on the World 
Cup circuit last year, and he was 
crowned the “Prince of Crankworx” 
— the top junior overall — three 
times. He won 14 medals at 
Crankworx in four years. 

Jack appreciates the 
opportunities he’s had because 
of Whistler, and is grateful for the 
community that exists. 

“In Banff, nobody used to bike 
because it wasn’t an option. Here, 
I’m always meeting new people and 
socializing with other riders. The 
whole vibe is really good, and it’s 
really social. Everybody rides hard. 
And if there’s snow on the ground, 
I can always ride in Squamish or 
Pemberton or Vancouver, so I can 
train year-round.”

While moving to Whistler has 
helped Jack develop into a top 
international prospect — one with 
a long list of sponsors betting on 
his ability to have an impact on 
the world stage — having a strong 
younger brother in Finn was also a 
huge influence growing up.

“It’s actually really good to have 
a brother into the same sport,” he 
says. “Look at the Athertons (World 

Cup racers), they got to be so good 
because they had each other to 
chase around. I push Finn a lot, and 
he follows me and gets faster and 
faster, and when he’s almost as fast, 

that pushes me to go even faster. 
Plus, you always have someone to 
ride with.”  

Finn is three years younger 
than Jack, and is following his dirt 
tracks in a lot of ways. He also rides 
downhill primarily, although, like 
his brother, he also enjoys climbing 
and all of the technical trails 
around the valley.

He’s also got style. In 2014, 
Finn Iles won the Whip-Off World 
Championships at Crankworx at 
the age of 14, competing alongside 
some top World Cup riders. If 
you haven’t seen the video, go to 
YouTube and type in Finn Iles, Steps 
to the Top.

It was a result that turned heads, 

along with his age category wins 
in the Canadian Open DH and 
Garbanzo DH. Combined with 
his other top results, Finn was 
approached by the Lapierre team, 
joining his fellow racers for the first 
time at Crankworx Rotorua in New 
Zealand. Unfortunately a crash 
and wrist injury kept him on the 
sidelines for the main races, but he 
will be back on his bike and racing 
every event he can through 2015, 
while hopefully forerunning for a 
few World Cup downhill events.

For Finn, Whistler is a fun and 
challenging place to be.

“It’s pretty amazing to be able to 
ride out my back door and hit the 
best trails in the world,” he says. “It 
was such a cool feeling (moving to 
Whistler). It’s been pretty amazing.

“So many people here ride and 
ski, and everyone is pretty fit. And 
when you’re out in the bike park 
you meet so many people. Then 
you can just call them up after that 
and ask them if they want to go 
riding. You always have someone 
to ride with, and a lot of the older 
riders will just help you out by 
showing you things. It’s definitely 
inspirational to see so many people 
out every day riding and doing all 
the activities.”

But while Finn has a lot of people 
to ride with, the person he rides 
with the most is Jack.

“Without Jack, I wouldn’t be 
nearly as fast. Just being able to 
follow him and see how he rides 
has been amazing, and he’s been 
a mentor for me almost. It’s really 
good to have him to ride with.”

Coming from Whistler has also 
given Finn confidence. No matter 
where he goes to ride, there’s 
something similar — and usually 
bigger — in the Whistler Mountain 
Bike Park. “It definitely helps,” he 
says. “Going into any race, you feel 
a little bit confident because you’ve 
been riding the park, and you’ve 
been working on every skill and 
every type of terrain.”

Finn is looking forward to riding 
for his team, and the opportunity to 
travel and race alongside his new 
teammates, a group that includes 
Sam Blenkinsop and Loic Bruni 
on the men’s side, and top female 
racer Emmeline Ragot.

But at the end of every trip, Finn 
knows he’s lucky to be able to come 
home to Whistler. A month in New 
Zealand taught him that.

“Everywhere I went, everybody 
knew about Whistler,” he says. 
“They’d say, ‘you’re a really lucky 
guy to live there.’ A lot of the Kiwis 
I met have either been to Whistler 
or they’re planning to come here to 
ride. They know all the trails, and 
they’ve never even been here. That 
was pretty cool.”   

Finn Iles whips his way to a well deserved victory at the Official Whip-Off World Championships

PHOTO BY CLINT TRAHAN CLINTTRAHAN.COM

Without Jack, I wouldn’t be 
nearly as fast. Just being 
able to follow him and 
see how he rides has been 
amazing, and he’s been a 
mentor for me almost.

FINN ILES



WHISTLER 101-4205 Village Square
whistler@bikeco.ca  (604) 938-9511

PEMBERTON  1–1392 Portage Road
pemberton@bikeco.ca  (604) 894–6625
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Proceeds from the sale of each map go to 
WORCA to assist with trail maintenance. 

For more information about advocacy, 
membership and events please visit 
www.worca.com

Scan this map with  to download 
and purchase the TrailMapps Whistler 
smartphone app. 

The app is a detailed GPS enabled trail 
map including trail descriptions and 
ratings as well as other features such as 
climate and wildlife info.

Visit trailmapps.com for information on 
other products and maps available.

TrailMapps Whistler App

ANDROID APP ONAvailable on the

App Store
able on the

p Store
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Use this map as 
a guide to plan 

your next pedal 
in Whistler. 

Don’t forget to purchase and 
download the TrailMapps app 

to use while out on your ride.

Easiest 

Intermediate 

Difficult 

Extreme 

Map Copyright 2015 by TerraPro GPS 
Surveys and Garibaldi Trail Mapping Co. 

(TrailMapps.com). 
No reproduction without permission.
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Thousands of free hours in the dirt have shaped Whistler’s epic single
track from A River Runs Through It to Zanskar
By SEB KEMP

There are different 
motivations for 
different trail 

builders who spend their 
days in the forests up to 
their elbows in duff, knees 
in the dirt, a vision in their 
minds’ eye.

Lurking in each, 
however, is a shared, 
deep-rooted compulsion 
— the synthesis of 
addiction and obsession.

While they could be 
with their friends and 
family or riding their bike 
or, in some cases, making 
a livable wage, they are 
unable to ignore the 

nagging need to get back 
into the forest and bring 
imaginary lines to life.

Billy’s Epic, Anal Intruder, 
High Society, Cheap Thrills, 
No Girlie Man, Young Lust, 
Mandatory Suicide, Baby 
Snakes — these are the 
stories of many thousands 
of hours spent in the dirt. 
They are tales of calloused 
hands, sore backs, broken 
tools and sleepless nights 
thinking about the next 
steps of the build.

Each ride in the forest 
is a lap of the builders’ 
philosophies, the inner 
workings of their mind, 

their creativity and their 
compulsion for marking all 
of that down in the earth.

“I’m obsessed,” admits 
Dan Swanstrom, Whistler’s 
most prolific builder of 
the last three decades.

“I suppose trail building 
is my vice.”

The final, physical 
result of any trail is the 
confluence of a builders’ 
imagination, skill, effort 
and patience, and the 
techniques and terroir 
that they choose to 
employ. But, add it all up, 
and the end result can 
be so much more. The 

reason Whistler is the 
‘mountain bike Mecca’ it 
is today is because our 
tires get to retrace the 
lines that 30 years worth 
of trail builders have been 
utterly fixated on. The 
quality and quantity of 
trails here put Whistler 
on the map, and without 
the passion and output 
of these builders (more 
often than not for no 
other reward than for the 
love of the build) then 
there wouldn’t have been 
a trail map to sell to the 
world. They built it and 
then the world came.

“ I find that 10 hours can go by and I haven’t stopped to eat or drink any water. I’ve been so focused on 
the task — the task, the task, the task. Some days I’ve only made five metres of trail, others it’s 30 but 
ten hours have gone by in the blink of an eye and I feel so satisfied by it. It’s like a strange blissful sort 
of trance. Often the only cue I get to get out of the forest is when it goes dark or right before dark my 
phone rings and it’s my girlfriend reminding me to get home.” 
DAN RAYMOND

TRAIL
BLAZERS
FORGE THE FOREST FLOOR
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Opposite: 
Steve Storey making one 
of many trips uphill with a 
wheelbarrow full of dirt while 
building the trail Salsa Verde in 
Whistler. Nearly 100 trips were 
required to build through a tricky 
section higher up. 

PHOTO BY JUSTA JESKOVA  
JUSTAJESKOVA .COM

Right: Danny Martins and Steve 
Storey sorting rocks and roots 
from the mineral soil used to 
create features along the trail.

PHOTO BY JUSTA JESKOVA  
JUSTAJESKOVA .COM

Right: Dan Swanstrom still hard 
at work in Whistler’s forests. 

PHOTO BY  CHRIS FORD COURTESY 
OF WHISTLERBIKEGUIDE.COM 

‘A TSUNAMI 
COMING’
Learning that the elusive 
Dan Swanstrom is back in 
Whistler’s forests, and still 
building, is like hearing your 
favourite band you grew up 
listening to has been secretly 
recording tracks for years 
and they’re about to make a 
real-deal comeback.

Such is Swanstrom’s 
impact in Whistler.

He built his first trail in 
1984 (Short And Sweet) and 
he’s since opened up more 
riding in Whistler than any 
other single person has 
before or since.

He’s the man responsible 
for building classics like 
Ride Don’t Slide, a lot of 
the Emerald No Flow Zone, 
Danimal, Industrial Disease, 
Beaver Pass, River Runs 
Through It and Rainbow’s 
End to name a few, and 
he’s still building trails 
most days even though he 
hasn’t biked for years and is 
about to celebrate his 62nd 
birthday this year.

“I was going to stop 
building but I couldn’t stop,” 
confesses Swanstrom, like a 
junkie with a dependency.

“I like doing it, I like being 
out there and making 
things that show people 
where I’ve been.”

It means back-
breaking work, carrying 
wheelbarrows deep into 
the forest on his back; hand 
cutting logs for intricate 
bridges; hours spent alone, 
crafting, honing, perfecting.

All for the love of 
building trail.

Three decades ago 

Swanstrom could see 
the writing on the wall 
in Whistler.

He remembers a 
meeting between the 
municipality, resort leaders 
and some members of the 
community to discuss the 
future of biking in Whistler.

“I told them there was 
a tsunami coming and if 
we didn’t build the trails 

for biking then the wave 
would pass us by,” says 
Swanstrom.

This was in the days 
long before the Whistler 
Mountain Bike Park opened 
and effectively changed 
mountain biking in North 
America forever.

As early as the ‘80s, 
and perhaps even the 
‘70s, local riders were 

challenging themselves 
and exploring the 
mountains in summertime. 
This was before mountain 
bikes were mountain 
bikes. Small crews of ski 
bums, looking for thrills, 
would pedal touring 
bikes up the dusty, rocky 
summer access roads on 
Whistler and Blackcomb 
Mountains, then bomb 

I told them, 
there was 
a tsunami 
coming and 
if we didn’t 
build the 
trails for 
biking then 
the wave 
would pass 
us by

DAN 
SWANSTROM

Whistler’s Bike Friendly Hotel right in the Centre of it All

4154 Village Green, Whistler, B.C. Canada // Ph 1.800.667.3363
www.crystal-lodge.com // info@crystal-lodge.com

/CrystalLodgeWhistler @CrystalWhistler /crystallodge
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back down, chased by the 
smell of burning rubber 
and brake pads.

Meanwhile a small 
group of riders had 
discovered a taste for 
something more exotic 
and would explore 
the paths and trails 
throughout the valley, 
some venturing into 
Garibaldi Provincial 
Park because mountain 
bikes could take them to 
pristine landscapes very 
efficiently and provide an 
exciting ride back home at 
the end of the day.

Closer to home, 
singletrack was popping up.

This was in the early 
1980s. Motorbike trials 

riders Bill Epplet and Jon 
Anderson were starting 
to rally lines around 
Lorimer Road. These would 
eventually evolve into River 
Runs Through It and the 
rocky play area where Cut 
Yer Bars now curls.

The motorbike trials 
background of many 
early trail builders was 
supplemented by the tastes 
of the valley’s skiers who 
found themselves with 
not much to do during 
the long warm summers 
other than hang out on 
the glacier, or construct 
rafts to float drunkenly 
down the River of Golden 
Dreams, or put hammer 
to nail constructing the 

rapidly developing resort 
in order to earn enough 
crust so that the next winter 
would be a true ski bum’s 
existence of powder days 
and liquor nights.

Trail building at this 
time was rogue. This was 
Whistler in the ‘80s after all. 
Unsanctioned bike trails on 
Crown land close to home 
were not top priority in 
terms of resort planning.

The building carried on 
relatively unchecked.

Vincent Massey, also 
known as Binty (a name 
his older brother gave him 
when he was very young 
and which has stuck with 
him), began cutting a line 
in 1987 that would loop 

up and down the steep 
mountainside above his 
home in Alpine.

“I’d ride my dirt bike 
up the Flank trail with a 
big chainsaw on my back. 
It took me two summers 
before finally I asked for 
some help from friends just 

so I could get it finished,” 
remembers Massey, of 
Upper Binty’s, which has 
been lost in part to time 
and other trails.

Next he moved on to 
Mel’s Dilemma, and the 
original route through 
Emerald Forest, as a way to 
connect Alpine to the village 
all on dirt.

Massey clearly 
remembers the process of 
building this trail because 
at the time he was doubling 
up his hours building with 
daddy day care.

“I’d take my son and give 
him a hatchet to go hack 
away at a log while I’d get 
on with building the trail,” 
says Massey.

I’d take my son 
and give him a 
hatchet to go 
hack away at a 
log while I’d get 
on with building 
the trail

VINCENT MASSEY
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Opposite Page: 
Danny Martins and 

Steve Storey packing 
down the landing of a 

freshly built gap.

PHOTO BY JUSTA 
JESKOVA  

JUSTAJESKOVA .COM

Above: 
Dan Raymond, the 
key trail builder of 

the new Sproatt trail, 
takes a quick break.

PHOTO BY ERIC POULIN 
ERICPOULINPHOTO.COM

Then in 1989 when the 
policy of BC Parks around 
bicycles was changing 
and there was a pending 
end of bike access inside 
Garibaldi Provincial Park, 
a group of avid mountain 
bikers met up over a 
few beers to organize 
themselves into a lobbying 
and advocacy group to 
fight the cessation of 
biking there. They called 
themselves WORCA 
(Whistler Off-Road Cycling 
Association).

Perhaps due to the 
closure of some areas 
to bikes, specifically 
Singing Pass and Helm 
Creek, but also because 
it was recognized that 
there was a huge blank 
canvas to build new trails 
throughout the Whistler 
valley, trails started to pop 
up higher on the flank 
of Sproatt and Rainbow 
Mountains on the west 
side of the valley. These 
rides gave the early 
pioneers a good slog up 
old logging skidder roads 
followed by hairy steep, 
rocky, loamy descents 
which would in some 
ways imitate the feeling of 
winter turns in Khyber Pass 
or Spanky’s.

FROM ROGUE 
TO SANCTIONED
Up until the mid-90s 
building on Crown land was 
seen as fair game because 
there was nothing in the 
letter of the law to prevent 
people from doing so.

However, the Forest 
Practices Code of BC Act, 
Section 102, “Unauthorized 
trail or recreation facility 
construction,” effectively 
made any trail building 
(construction, rehabilitation 
and maintenance) on 
Crown land illegal if there 
was no prior consent of the 
district manager. As a sort 
of rebellion Bill Stiles built 
a trail from Emerald to the 
base of Cougar Mountain 
and called it Section 102.

These days there are still 
guys in the forest doing it 
for themselves and without 
formal approval. But a lot 
more of the work that’s 
been done is above board 
and motivated by the need 
to create and maintain a 
cohesive network of trails 
that has to withstand the 
impact of many more sets 
of tires, and the needs of 
a wider demographic of 

604.985.2519

NORTH 
VANCOUVER

Lessons Rentals Tours
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Seb Kemp and Peter O’Loughlin 
share some jokes in between 

back-breaking work

PHOTOS BY ERIC POULIN 
ERICPOULINPHOTO.COM

mountain bikers.
Take the unprecedented 

new Sproatt trail now under 
construction — a legitimate 
alpine biking experience 
much like the one WORCA 
was fighting to keep 25 
years ago when bikers were 
kicked out of Garibaldi.

While municipal builders 
construct a climbing trail 
from Function Junction to 
the alpine on Sproatt, Dan 
Raymond has been tasked 
with building a blue-grade 
descent from above tree 
line to the valley, in a style 
that he describes as, “sort 
of like the downhill version 
of Comfortably Numb.”

Raymond is a former 
Olympic freestyle 
snowboarder and, up 
until recently, was the 
national team coach. When 
he stopped competing 
after the 2010 Olympics 
he was looking for a new 
learning outlet, something 
that he could unravel and 
understand. Then, one day 
in 2010 while out riding his 
mountain bike he came 
across a section of trail 
high up on the Flank that 
seemed to go nowhere.

“It suckered me in… I 
thought to myself, I have 
to do something here, it’s 
beautiful terrain,” he says.

What he thought 
would take him just a few 
afternoons to complete 
took three summers and a 
lot of his spare time. What 
he created was Rockwork 
Orange, Korovo Milkbar and 
Wizard Burial Ground, a 
series of interlinked trails 
that have already become 
a Whistler classic.

He also worked for two 
summers alongside Eric 
Barry and Leanne Patterson 
on the municipal trail crew, 
which he regards as his 
apprenticeship learning 
from two masters.

With this knowledge, his 
craftsman’s appreciation 
for the techniques of trail 
building and his ability to 
build memorable trails that 
flow through the forest and 
yet subtly disguise smart 
design features that will 
allow them to last, it’s likely 
that Raymond’s Sproatt 
Alpine descent, will be the 
cherry on top of Whistler’s 
already packed trail 
network.

MANY HANDS 
MAKE ‘LIGHT’ 
WORK
It’s impossible to name 
everyone who has had a 
hand in shaping Whistler’s 
backyard singletrack. 
Dozens and perhaps 
hundreds of people have 
sculpted the trails we take 
for granted. Some were 
more prodigious than 
others, some names have 
been lost to the forest and 
some were so clandestine in 
their efforts that we might 
never know who they were.

Take Eric Barry. He’s the 
man who cut in one of the 
first (and rogue) descents 
from the Flank Trail, Cheap 
Thrills, but for the past 15 
years has been devoted to 
crafting and maintaining 
the remarkable Zappa trails 
in Lost Lake, as well as the 
trails managed by the Resort 
Municipality of Whistler. 
These bombproof, weather-
proof single track trails 
provide the residents and 
visitors to Whistler with a 
world-class web of trails that 

are accessible, approachable 
and still provide a unique 
flavour of the terroir of 
Whistler and offer a sampler 
of what lies further afield.

Or Chris Markle. He 
created a legacy that won’t 
soon be forgotten. Markle 
secretly slaved away at 
sections of trail north of 
town for years before finally 
linking it together into one 
unified twisting mamba-like 
trail – Comfortably Numb. He 
would camp out for days and 
nights in order to avoid the 
arduous commute through 
the bush but the hard 
work paid off when it was 
adopted and legally deeded 
by the municipality and then 
received the status of Epic 
Trail by the International 
Mountain Bike Association.

Mountain bikers 
tend to think that they 
are consumed by an 
unstoppable need to 
ride their bike but the 
trail builder’s mania and 
infatuation is far more 
formidable. Hundreds and 
thousands of hours are 
spent in the forest all so 
riders can experience a few 
minutes of pleasure.  

It suckered me in…I 
thought to myself, I have 
to do something here, it’s 
beautiful terrain

DAN RAYMOND
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TRADITION
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101- 4369 Main Street
Located in the Apenglow Lodge, by Marketplace

Neapolitan style pizza, fresh pastas, 
crisp salads, wines, ciders and 

the biggest selection of craft beer 
on tap in whistler
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KATRINA STRAND
ATHLETE/COACH

KASHMIR 
WHISTLER SOUTH

It’s a huge epic climb but the trail is 
right up my alley. Technical. Rooty. 
Rocky. An aggressive trail with some 
beautiful views. You do put in a lot of 
work but you do get an amazing trail 
for your descent.

CATHY ZEGLINSKI
LOCAL DOCTOR/ATHLETE

KILL ME THRILL ME 
WHISTLER NORTH

King of the classics. As a racer I 
like technical uphills. On this trail, 
there are fun, technical elements 
on the downhill too. An added 
plus is that you have to ride on the 
highway to get there, providing a 
nice warm up beforehand. It also 
links with other trails to the north 
for a longer day’s ride.

IAN RITZ
OWNER CHROMAG

SECTION 102 
WHISTLER NORTH
It’s one of the more challenging 
‘no-flow’ trails from the Emerald 
neighbourhood and since it’s 
directly behind my house I ride it a 
lot. It’s got some really challenging 
climbs and like most of the trails 
in this neighbourhood, it’s got 
lots of coarse techy rock to grind 
through. Trails like this get better 
with practice as there are so many 
tough moves. Knowing just the 
right line, or when to surge makes 
all the difference and Section 102 is 
one of those trails where cleaning 
every section consecutively might 
only happen once in a lifetime! It’s 
also a great connector or loop from 
Emerald.  You can carry on to Kill 
Me Thrill Me, or loop back up via 
climbing the FSR road on the south 
side of the Cougar Valley, and then 
take Azrael back across to Emerald.

TIM ANDREWS
WORCA TRAIL DIRECTOR

YUMMY NUMBY > GOLDEN DOOR > 
COMFORTABLY NUMB > FOREPLAY LOOP 
BLACKCOMB
I love it because it’s in beautiful old growth forest with great views. 
I also love the raw and technical nature of the riding and it’s a nice 
long pedal with a fun rewarding descent at the end. The journey 
experience of that ride creates a connected feeling with nature.

CARTER KRASNY
TRAIL BUILDER VOLUNTEER

GREEN MONSTER 
WHISTLER NORTH

Green Monster is one of my favourite 
trails in Whistler because of all of its 
steep rock faces and very technical 
terrain. You get to ride a bunch of 
rock drops and huge rock slabs, 
which get the adrenalin rushing. 
It’s super technical, but still very 
fast and flowy. Trails like this are 
awesome because you can’t just take 
a chairlift up to it. You have to earn 
your downhill.

TONY HORN
LOCAL RACE ORGANIZER

A ROCKWORK ORANGE 
/ 

WESTSIDE

Classic Whistler with hard drops, fun 
little climbing moves and amazing 
flow. The views aren’t bad either. This 
includes Rockwork to Korova Milk Bar 
to Wizard Burial. It’s sort of a trifecta 
of awesome trails, built by Dan 
Raymond, that link into one.

RIDER’S CHOICE A RANDOM SELECTION OF LOCAL RIDERS FROM PROS TO YOUTH SHOWS THERE IS NO ONE ULTIMATE SPOT TO 
MOUNTAIN BIKE IN WHISTLER. THE FAVOURITES STRETCH FROM ONE END OF THE VALLEY TO THE OTHER 
— FROM NORTH TO SOUTH AND EAST TO WEST. CAN YOU GUESS WHO IS ACTUALLY ON THEIR FAVOURITE TRAIL?
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 WHISTLER’S BEST SALES, SERVICE AND RENTALS 
 SINCE 1996 

604-938-9455
FANATYKCO.COM
#6-4433 Sundial Place, Whistler, B.C.

Located in the centre of Whistler
on the Village Stroll.

Whistler’s cheapest and best mountain 
bike rentals from Specialized and Norco.

Stop by and check out our full range of bike parts, apparel, gear and accessories.

OPEN 10AM-6PM DAILY

  FANATYKCO.WHISTLER
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The battle cry rang out loud and clear from the 
tattooed Maoris.

Fixing their steely gaze, arms outstretched, knees 
bent, they began the Haka, as the mist rose up behind 
them from the geysers of Rotorua. 

The traditional Maori war dance can set the nerves on 
edge of even the most hardened warrior.

Adrenalin pumping, focus narrowing to the task at 
hand, the world’s best enduro racers gripped their bikes, 
readying for the epic battle ahead.

Could there be any other way to kick off the Enduro 
World Series (EWS) in Rotorua, New Zealand, ground zero 
in a contest of eight rounds, spanning the globe from New 
Zealand to France to home here in Whistler?

“It was quite the challenge actually, for the first round of 
the year,” says pro racer Dylan Wolsky, an Aussie who calls 
Whistler home.

“Changing weather and track conditions added to a high 
injury count and endless carnage out on course.”

ENDURO — a battle of stamina, mental strength, 
technical skill, endurance.

This is arguably mountain biking at its purest — 

one bike, one-day long event or multiple day event, 
cross-country grinding through transition zones. These 
transitions then connect multiple downhill racing 
stages timed for a combined overall time, and don’t 
forget a good measure of fun and good times with 
your fellow competitors.

There is no doubt of growing enduro’s popularity — the 
lightning speed sell-out of the EWS is testament to that.

But with just a few years under its belt and rapid 
expansion to meet the explosion in the sport, enduro 
racing at the EWS level is going through some growing 
pains as it looks to find that sweet spot between the agony 
and the ecstasy of the race.

No one said it would be easy — a race format that puts 
amateurs alongside the pros, men and women on the 
same field, and Mother Nature adding her two cents too. 
It’s a race that’s designed to take you to the edge… and 
then reel you back in for more.

Whistler, long the playground for epic mountain bike 
races and riding, is paying close attention to see how it 
all unfolds because one thing is clear — enduro is a race 
format, and a style of riding. And that is here to stay.

TTThhheeeee aagoonnyy aannndd tthhee eeccssttaassyy ooff eepppic mouuntain bikkkeee rrrrriiidddeeeeesssss
By By ALIALISONSON TATAT YLOYLOOOOOORR
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Dylan Wolsky

PHOTO BY GARY PERKIN RIDING 
AROUND THE WORLD
One of the sheer beauties of the sport at 
the highest level is that is offers insight 
into different mountain biking around 
the world — the style of trails, the unique 
characteristics of the lay of the land, the vibe 
of the riding community.

Every round of the eight stops in the EWS 
is a reflection of the local riding — the rolling 
green of Ireland’s County Wicklow’s course, 
the high Alps of Samoens, France, the raw 
roots of Rotorua.

It’s no wonder then that Whistler’s enduro 
last year took riders to the brink — tough 
tight transitions, unrelenting technical 
descents, air-sucking heat on one of 
Whistler’s hottest summer days.

Todd Hellinga, one of the few locals who 
has once again secured a spot in the EWS 
Whistler Enduro this year, embraces the 
chance to ride against the world’s best in this 
gruelling test.

“Whistler has this reputation for big race 
days,” says Hellinga, referring to old-school 
iconic local races that have gone down on the 
record books for difficulty, craziness and fun. 
“We like those kinds of big days.”

Part of the thrill of the EWS for amateurs 
like Hellinga is to test their mettle against the 
best. Unlike the pros jockeying for position 
with an eye to sponsorships, amateurs 
have nothing to lose, nothing to prove, save 

personal redemption.
“Part of the event is making it to the end,” 

he adds. “And some days you don’t make it 
to the end.”

But Whistler’s 2014 event, hampered by 
the heat, put what was always going to be a 
hard event into the realm of “super-hard.” 
And there was fall-out.

It left organizers and racers with a feeling 
that perhaps things were going too far. Was it 
time to reel it back in?

And then came Rotorua, the first stop of 
the 2015 EWS.

“For sure, it was hard, it was super hard,” 
says Whistler’s Sarah Leishman.

“I really liked that about it. I liked how deep 
you had to go.”

And yet, there was little doubt that it 
was pushing the limits, especially coming 
on the heels of the Whistler race last year.

“That needs to be seriously addressed 
— scaling back this machismo culture of 
one-upping each venue and losing sight of 
what’s best for the athletes and what’s best 
for the long-term development of the sport,” 
says Leishman.

After unrelenting hours in the saddle, 
Leishman dropped into Stage 6 in Rotorua… 
and dislocated her shoulder. Done.

That had nothing to do with the course or 
the toughness of the race, she says. It was her 
mistake. This would not be her day to make 
it to the end.

Katrina Strand agrees. This isn’t about 
separating the amateurs from the pros, or the 

When you’re tired 
and you’re on a 
trail bike riding a 
downhill course 
like that, the 
consequences can 
be pretty high 
when you crash

DYLAN WOLSKY

islandmountainrides.com waverleyhotel.ca dodgecitycycles.comridingfool.com
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Above: Yoann 
Barelli navigates 

the steep descent 
during SRAMs 

Canadian Open 
Enduro, presented 

by Specialized.

PHOTO BY CLINT 
TRAHAN

CLINTTRAHAN.COM

Opposite Top: 
Theo Galy on his 
way down Top of 
the World, during 

the Enduro World 
Series.
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JESKOVA
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Opposite Bottom: 
Steve Storey 
dropping in.  
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JESKOVA

JUSTAJESKOVA.COM

men from the women, this is about going 
back to enduro’s roots — camaraderie is 
a key element of the race.

“When you’re at threshold for that 
long, people get angry,” says Strand.

That’s just a natural human reaction
“So the vibe (at Rotorua) was just 

kind of messy.”
And it has Strand thinking twice 

about what lies ahead for her.
These are still early days however, 

and the racers and race organizers 
are just laying the groundwork and 
mapping out the future.

It was just three years ago that four 
mountain bikers, including Chris Ball and 
Whistler’s Darren Kinnaird, created the 
Enduro Mountain Bike Association and 
from there grew the flagship EWS series.

Finding that sweet spot in a race can 
often be complicated by factors beyond 
the organizers’ control, like the blistering 
heat in Whistler last year and the rain 
before the race in Rotorua this year.

Wolsky remembers that he was 
happy to cross the finish line in Rotorua 
“injury-free” rather than elated after an 
epic and rewarding day on the bike.

Make no mistake: These are some 
of the toughest competitors out there. 
They’re not shirking from the challenge, 

not by any means.
“Even though the weather turned 

things upside down a little in Rotorua 
and Whistler, they are still hands-down 
some of my favourite races to 
date,” says Wolsky.

The challenge is in 
striking the balance. Despite 
criticisms, however, the EWS 
is sold out and the waitlists 
are hundreds long. “There’s 
so much about it that’s 
appealing, and it’s the new 
way people are riding — ride 
up and race down,” says 
Kinnaird. “The bikes that are 
being built nowadays, they’re 
perfectly designed for this 
and, it’s so much fun.”

WB EYES 
THE TREND
The speedy sell-out of the EWS is just 
the tip of the iceberg.

Ever on the cusp of the latest trend, 
Whistler Blackcomb is adapting to 
enduro-style riding.

This is, after all, vastly different 

from the way mountain bikers have 
been tackling the Whistler Mountain 
Bike Park - whisked uphill on 
chairlifts, riding down big beefy bikes 
with lots of suspension, over and 
over and over again.

It used to be that you needed a 
certain kind of bike to ride the park; 
something that wasn’t particularly fun 
to ride up the mountain.

But bikes aren’t what they used to be.
You can get 160 mm of suspension 

now in a bike that weighs half of what 
it used to. It can go down. It can go up. 
It can do all things — the perfect tool 
for enduro-style riding.

Whistler Blackcomb sees the trend 
and sees it’s here to stay. 

“I think that’s changing the way 
people ride,” says Rob McSkimming, 
Whistler Blackcomb’s vice president of 
business development.

“While we are really happy with 
where (the bike park has) been going, 
we need to think about trying to, if we 
can, take a little different approach to 
the riding experience that we offer.

“For us, we need to make sure we 
stay on top of those trends and adapt 
to them as best we can so that we can 
develop experiences that are in sync 
with the bike technology and the kind 
of riding that people want to do.”

But what does that mean on the 
ground?

This mecca of downhill may soon 
have sections of uphill pedalling. The 
future could see a trail uphill to the 
alpine that would tie in to Top of the 
World, WB’s epic alpine trail. At the 

same time, WB is also eyeing 
the Creekside area and 
opening access there.

“Those are things we’re 
considering in response to the 
trend,” says McSkimming.

In the past year WB crews 
have worked on trails built 
illegally in their tenure area. 
Trails with an enduro-flavour 
— Ride Don’t Slide, Boyd’s Trail, 
Khyber, and potentially a trail 
connecting Khyber to Kashmir. 
Ultimately, the idea in 
Creekside is that riders could 

flow from Top of the World to some of 
these trails.

The same is true over on Blackcomb 
Mountain as crews work on trails like 
Micro Climate and Crazy Train.

“Those trails are really well suited 
for the whole enduro thing,” he adds.

Don’t forget though, he says, the 
ultimate test of enduro is who is 
fastest in the downhill stages. There’s 
no better place for honing that skill 
than the bike park. 

There’s so much 
about it that’s 
appealing, and 
it’s the new way 
people are riding 
— ride up and 
race down

DARREN KINNAIRD

We wanted to do 
an event that 
celebrated the 
riders.

TONY HORN
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WHISTLER’S 
STYLE OF RIDING
Beyond the bike park however, 
Whistler is primed for this style 
of riding, where stamina is just as 
important as downhill speed and 
technical know-how.

“Here, with the type of terrain that 
we have, we celebrate pedallers,” says 
Tony Horn, who has long organized 
races over Whistler’s trails.

It arguably began with the Samurai 
of Singletrack — a seven-year cross-
country trail odyssey in search of the 
ultimate Whistler warrior.

“The average rider here is a 
mutant,” explains Horn, who 
developed the Samurai races along 
with friend Ru Mehta. “The average 
rider rides up and down everything. 
They don’t shuttle. They don’t just ride 
the bike park.

“We wanted to do an event that 
celebrated the riders.”

It wasn’t about winning so much as 
it was about being a Samurai — doing 
the race, kneeling down, getting your 
headband at the end of it.

Becoming a warrior in the saddle is 
an unforgettable experience.

The reason why the EWS is selling 
around the world, says Horn, is 
because there are so many amazing 
riders who are up for the competition. 
And Whistler can hold its own there.

“I actually think people want crazy,” 
says Horn. “And they want things to 
be nutbar. And if that’s the case…
maybe add some timed uphills, make 
things outside the box a little bit.”

After all, the world’s best aren’t 
coming to Whistler to ride Lost Lake.

“(Whistler) should be the one that 
makes people cross-eyed.”

Enduro has now put Whistler on 
the map as more than just a bike park.

“They’ve discovered this place 
outside the park,” he adds. “And that’s 
the big change that’s happened in the 
last two or three years and really, the 
Enduro World Series, for good and 
bad, has done that.”

With eyes on Whistler as the series 
rides across the world, and changes 
potentially on the horizon here, 
Hellinga is gearing up for another 
epic race in his backyard. 

Still, he muses: “I hope they don’t 
make it too easy.”  

604-932-5940 2129     rolandswhistler.com     2129 Lake Placid, Creekside

BURGERS, SANDWICHES,FISH & CHIPS
PORK, SALADS, KIDS’ MENU AND MORE!
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For the past four years, Outerbike has held court in 
the Moab, Utah desert in the fall. Now it’s coming to 
Whistler for the first time in June. Demo tents will take 
over part of the day parking lots and participants will 
have their choice of the choicest bikes on some of the 
choicest local trails.

“Outerbike has been a great event for us down in 
Utah,” says Brian Park, the content marketing manager 
for Rocky Mountain Bicycles.

“Our U.S. team said ‘We have to keep doing this, 
everyone is loving the bikes.’

“Being a North Vancouver company, we’re super 
excited to be at  (Outerbike) in our own backyard. We’re 
talking directly to (customers) and (that) lets us get a 
beat on what’s doing well, what people are liking and 
what’s resonating with different people in different 

markets. It’s a mountain bike Mecca for a reason. We 
have amazing trails here in the Sea to Sky corridor and 
it’s a really great opportunity for potential bike buyers 
to put bikes through their paces on some of the best 
trails in the world. ”

Outerbike is also a chance to showcase Whistler to 
a whole new demographic of riders, who now have the 
perfect excuse to visit Canada’s mountain bike capital. 
That, in fact, may be part of the reasoning behind the 
municipal investment of $10,000 into the event from the 
Festivals, Events & Animation funding pot. That’s highly 
sought-after money, doled out to event organizers, with 
an eye to growing business in the resort.

“It’s an opportunity for Whistler to reach beyond its 
core customer and step into the mainstream,” says 
Ashley Korenblat, CEO of Western Spirit Cycling and 

There are few things as 
exciting for mountain 

bikers than throwing down 
thousands of dollars for a 
new whip.
Rather than sifting through 
dozens of online reviews 
and browsing at local 
bike shops, Outerbike lets 
prospective buyers put 
their bike of choice to the 
test on actual trails. 

From the Utah desert to B.C.’s Coast Mountains, Outerbike is the premier demo 
event for motivated shoppers
By VINCE SHULEY

Pick
your
ride
at

Outerbike
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Opposite: 
Bikers check out the 
latest and greatest 
rides in the Utah 
desert.

PHOTO BY WHIT 
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Left: 
PHOTO BY MIKE SCHIRF  

organizer of Outerbike Moab. “You don’t have to be 20 
(years old) and huck yourself off giant rocks (to mountain 
bike in Whistler). There’s tonnes of fun riding that 
everyone can do.”

No one knows that more than Grant Lamont, who has 
been living and riding in Whistler for years.

He’s the director of Outerbike Whistler and sees this as 
a “destination event” for people — If you’re going to buy a 
bike this year, why not come to Whistler and ride it first?

“It’s a three to four day holiday for people where they 
can travel from all over the world to Whistler with just their 
riding stuff,” explains Lamont. “They don’t need to drag their 
bike along. When you do a cross section of (the event), it’s 
people who are looking to make a decision on what bike to 
buy between five and 10 thousand dollars.”

That’s the kind of spend at Outerbike.
What was once exclusively a movement of young people, 

mountain biking is now increasing in strength in the 40-plus 
year old demographic.

“(Mountain biking) used to be just the cool kids,” adds 
Korenblat. 

“The real power is in becoming mainstream. The cycling 
industry is about opening up and including everybody. 
Guess who has the money to buy these bikes? It’s not the 
cool kids, it’s the grown ups.”

Participants at the Moab Outerbike are an average age of 

41 with an annual income of $97,000 USD. 
Moab manages to attract upwards of 1,000 people, but 

Lamont will be capping tickets to just 600 people for this 
first year in Whistler with plans to expand if it sells out. 

Programming will centre around daily tours, allowing 
participants to test bikes on the roughly 190 km of 
singletrack in the Whistler Valley. 

“The manufacturers like it because people can come out, 
demo the bike and then go out and buy it when they go 
home,” says Lamont.

“When people go to Outerbike Moab in October, 
(they’re told) that they can’t get the bike until May. It’s like a 
peepshow.”

The motivated shoppers may be a big part of the 600 
expected attendees to Outerbike Whistler, but Korenblat 
says she sees people coming out to Moab sometimes just to 
have fun on the trails. There are now two Outerbike events 
in Moab, in fall and spring, drawing in people from across 
the U.S. and from roughly a dozen different countries.

“Most people are very serious shoppers, some people 
even come with a list,” says Korenblat.

“Then you have the people who are just going for the 
experience and end up falling in love with the bike.”

Outerbike Whistler runs from June 4-7, 2015. For more 
information or to register head to outerbike.com.  

TASTE WHISTLER'S BEST AT 3 LOCATIONS
Featuring Vegan and Gluten free menu options.

CREEKSIDE      
604-935-0055
By Subway

NESTERS SQUARE 
604-935-0006
Next to Nesters Grocery Store

SQUAMISH
604-892-2002
Garibaldi Village, beside London Drugs @SamuraiSushi3
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Cyclo-cross, in a practical sense, can be 
described as a combination of cross-country, 
mountain bike, and criterium racing.

But to hear participants tell it, the community 
is a little bit different from any other two-
wheeling enthusiasts.

Cyclo-cross racers don’t take their sport any 
less seriously than others, not by any stretch, but 
there is a different vibe around races.

Marie-Anne Prevost says her children were 
the first in the family to venture into the sport 
through Whistler Blackcomb’s SX mountain bike 
camps. Also a triathlete who has dabbled in other 
types of cycling, she noticed a difference in cyclo-
cross participants.

“It’s more casual,” Prevost says. “I’m not a big 
road racer at all, but the road cycling community 
seems to be very tight-knit, there’s a very strong 
culture that binds them together: how to race, 
how to ride, what to wear. Everybody’s role in a 
race is very defined in a team. In mountain biking, 
there’s a very tight community there whether 
you’re a cross-country or downhill racer.

“It seems to me that other types of cyclists 
will join into cyclo-cross just ’cause they can. 
They’ve got the skill on the bike from either one 
of their disciplines.”

2012 national criterium champion and recently 
retired cyclo-cross racer Ben Chaddock sees the 
sport’s community as a combination of mountain 
biking and road riding.

“Mountain biking at the elite level is very 
intense, but for the most part, it’s more relaxed, 
everyone’s having a great time. Road cycling, 
it’s the opposite of that from a stereotypical 
standpoint. It’s more hard-nosed, A-type 
personalities,” he says. “Cyclo-cross is the 
combination of those two things. It’s full gas when 
you’re going to race and 10 minutes before my 
race, you’ve got to give me a little bit of space 
to get in my zone. But if you crash in the race, 
you’re not throwing your bike anywhere because 
everyone crashes in cyclo-cross, otherwise you’re 
not trying hard enough. It’s nice to fall in the mud 
because you’re not going to hurt yourself.”

Every cyclo-cross race has consistent 
elements: shin-high obstacles that force the 
riders off their bikes, a brief incline and tricky 
elements like mud and sand pits as riders 
complete short laps around the course.

Cyclo-cross provides an opportunity for novice 
riders to try their first race, as Prevost notes the 
affordable entry cost makes the races accessible. 

“The cost is way less than any other race I’ve 
ever done,” she says. “It’s unheard of. That was 
another huge factor – ‘It’s $30, how can I not do it?’”

Chaddock explains in addition to post-race 
camaraderie, the nature of cyclo-cross sets up a 
competitive atmosphere for all racers.

“If there’s a lot of people in your race, you’re 
always racing somebody. Maybe you’re not racing 
for the win in your category, but you’re racing for 
10th or you’re racing for 20th or you’re racing for 
30th,” says Chaddock, who now works with Cycling 
BC’s schools program to encourage young people 
to try the sport. 

“It’s a lot more fun that way. There’s always 
somebody six or seven seconds ahead of you. You 
can say ‘He’s doing the mud pit really well but I’m 
doing the sand pit better. How am I going to pass 
this guy on the last lap?’”

By that virtue, another appeal of cyclo-cross, 
Chaddock explains, is that multiple categories 
compete at the same time with an off-set of a 
couple minutes between divisions.

“You get that cool situation where you’re a 
junior rider and 20 minutes into your race, you 
have the fastest women in your race coming to lap 
you,” he says. “You’re still racing full gas for the win, 
but you get to see these amazing athletes come by 
you and you’re just like ‘Wow, look how she went 
through this corner. I want to learn to do that.’

“It’s stuff you can’t really teach in a teaching 
session. You can only learn it in a race.”

Long popular in Belgium, France and the 
Netherlands, the sport of cyclo-cross is starting 
to become a louder part of the conversation 
in Canadian cycling circles. After first rising to 
prominence in the Portland area, Chaddock says, 
enthusiasm began to shift northward to Seattle 
and then into the Lower Mainland.

In January, Cycling Canada announced the first 
UCI Cyclo-cross World Cup race in the Great White 
North will take place in Montreal on Sept. 19. Here 
in Whistler, the resort held its first cyclo-cross 
race last September and this year’s event, which 
received UCI status, is set for Sept. 27.  

A rider pushes through the muddy course at Whistler’s 
inaugural Cyclocross; Obstacles are just part of the course at 
a Cyclocross race; Switchbacks are the name of the game at 
Cyclocross Whistler; Fans are as important as the course to 

the riders making their way around Whistler.

PHOTOS BY CLINT TRAHAN 
CLINTTRAHAN.COM

‘Casual’ atmosphere cited as selling point
By DAN FALLOON

Cyclo- 
cross 

a growing option for racers
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BURNABY • VANCOUVER • SQUAMISH

COASTAL FORD SQUAMISH

NEW FACILITY
NEW NAME

NEW LEVEL OF SERVICE     

A DIVISION OF 
CARSON AUTOMOTIVE GROUP

604-892-3673
1.800.668.1399 TOLL FREE
1120 COMMERCIAL PLACE

AND QUEENS WAY

HOURS
MON-SAT  9AM-6PM

SUNDAY BY APPOINTMENT
COASTALFORDSQUAMISH.COM

PROUDLY SUPPORTING OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY
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Nick Beer races his way through Crankworx Whistler’s Garbanzo DH event to a 2nd place finish.

PHOTO BY CLINT TRAHAN CLINTTRAHAN.COM

Race Events
GO Fest NAET Enduro - Whistler
May 16

Crud-to-Mud
May 23

The Gryphon Enduro - Squamish
May 23

WMBP Enduro Fridays
May 29, June 5 and June 12

Nimby Fifty - Marathon XC MTB Race
May 30

Pemberton Big F’N Loop (XC)
June 6

Test of Metal - Squamish
June 20

BC XC Championships
June 27

BC DH Championships
June 27 — 28

BC Bike Race
July 3 Squamish, July 4 Whistler

WORCA’s Ken & Barbie
July 10 — 11

Gear Jammer - Squamish
July 18

Hot on your Heels - Squamish
July 25

Subaru IRONMAN Whistler 
July 26

JABR - Squamish
August 15

Bike Events
WORCA Annual Bike Swap
May 2

PVTA Annual Fun’raiser
May 23

Whistler Bike Conference
May 31 — June 2

Outerbike Whistler
June 4 — 7

Pique Pedal Parade
July 1

Chromag Show and Shine
July 2

WORCA Trail Days
Check out worca.com/trail-days

Weekly Rides
Mondays

WORCA Rides (XC)
May 25 - September 14 - 6:30pm

WMBP Liv Women’s Night (DH)
May 18 onward - 5:30 – 7:30pm

Tuesdays

WMBP Men’s Night (DH)
May 18 onwards - 5:30 - 7:30

WCC Ride (Road)
5:30pm Whistler Village Sports
May 5 onward

Wednesdays

WMBP / WORCA Phat Wednesday 
Race Series (DH)
Visit whistlerbike.com for weekly 
race schedule/info

WCC Ride - Emerging Riders (Road)
5:30pm Whistler Village Sports
May 6 onward

WMBP Liv Women’s Night (DH)
May 18 to Sept - 5:30 – 7:30pm

Thursdays

WORCA Toonie Ride (XC)
April 30 - Sept 10  - 5:30pm

Sundays

WCC Ride (Road)
10am Pemberton Info Centre
May 17 onward

2015
event Calendar

In Association with

crankdbikemag.com

   /crankdbikemag

RBC GranFondo 
September 12

WORCA’s Westside Wheel up
September, TBC

Whistler CycloCross
September 27

Crankwork
August 7 – 16
CLIF Bar Dual Speed & Style
August 8

EWS Enduro - SRAM Canadian Open 
Enduro presented by Specialized
August 9

Garbanzo DH
August 11

Fox Air DH
August 12

Official Whip-Off World 
Championships
August 13

Ultimate Pump Track Challenge 
presented by RockShox
August 13

Giant Dual Slalom
August 14

Redbull Joyride - Slopestyle
August 15

Canadian Open DH
August 16

MORE INFORMATION
Some events may be subject to 
change. Please visit the relevant 
website to confirm events details.

worca.com
(WMBP) whistlerbike.com
(WCC) whistlercyclingclub.ca
pinkbike.com
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   Demo 8, Status or Stumpjumper

Located on the Village Stroll
Just a 2-minute walk from the Whistler Mountain Bike Park lifts

(604) 932-3327
www.whistlervillagesports.com

 WhistlerVillageSports      WhistlerSports

OUR DOWNHILL & XC RENTALS
INCLUDE ALL THE GEAR YOU NEED 

Whether you’re a seasoned pro or completely new 
to the sport, we’ve got you covered.

RENT   $49 - $130FROM

LOCAL
INDEPENDENTSHOP
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How does he do it? Rowan 
Thornton takes a selfie while 
riding AM/PM in Cheakamus.

PHOTO BY ROWAN THORNTON
ROWANTHORNTON.COM/

Never one to shy away from a good in-
depth study, Whistler is taking on the 
case of mountain biking this summer.

It’s a research project designed to get to 
the root of Whistler’s mountain biking scene 
and answers these questions, among others 
— Who are these bikers? What are they 
riding? What are they looking for?

“Mountain biking is a huge part of 
Whistler’s summer experience,” explains 
James Buttenshaw, Tourism Whistler’s 
director of partnerships and events.  “It 
is an important economic driver for 
the resort that continues to grow, and 
we want to ensure we have a thorough 
understanding of the current product, as 
well as the potential.”

Could Whistler have picked a better year 
to look at this?

Before it even gets into full swing it’s 
already an unprecedented year for biking 
in Whistler — the skier’s lament this season 
was the biker’s delight.

The Whistler Mountain Bike Park opened 
May 2, a full two weeks ahead of schedule, 
and local riders have been hitting the forest 
trails, which were dry and primed and ready 
to go, way earlier than ever before.

The larger question of what the world’s 
changing climate means to the future of 
Whistler looms large. But what it means to 
the future of biking here — this potential 
to be on two wheels for longer seasons — 
could be a game-changer.

So where do we go from here?
The clues are right here in the pages 

of Crank’d — Whistler Blackcomb looking 
to its bike park and how to meet the 
growing trend of enduro riding, the local 
kids finding more and more success on 
the world stage, the natural evolution of 
building more trails in our backcountry 
backyard, the growth of road riding as the 
local club embraces more members, a new 
BMX track. Well, you get the point.

The last economic impact study on 
mountain biking in Whistler was done 
almost ten years ago and found that the 
total visitor spending in Whistler attributable 
to mountain biking exceeded $34.3 million 
over a three-month summer period. That 
number is virtually meaningless now.

A decade is a lifetime in Whistler. Ten 
years ago Crankworx, one of the biggest 
gravity-fed bike festivals in the world, was 
just beginning; 10 years ago, the Sea to Sky 
Highway was for driving, not road riding, and 
since then we have ushered in the age of 
the GranFondo and Ironman; 10 years ago a 
high alpine trail in which bikers were allowed 
to roam wasn’t in the cards and now there’s 
Top of the World in the bike park and Sproatt 
is on the way outside of the park.

This new study will tell us what we already 
know; biking is an ever-growing force to be 
reckoned with in Whistler. 

The trick now will be using that 
information to make it even better.

In the meantime, don’t get left in the dust. 
Ride on. 

RIDE ON
By ALISON TAYLOR
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