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Thinking of starting or moving 
your business?  

Lillooet offers great economic opportunity, 
spectacular scenery and a laid-back 

small town atmosphere.  

The Chamber of Commerce can help you 
network with other businesses 

and organizations and provide you 
with community resources 

and information.  

Come explore the potential 
Lillooet has to offer.  

Build your Business,
Invest in a Lifetime

For more information, 
please see our webpage:

www.lillooetchamberofcommerce.com
or call us at 250-256-3578

 If you’re an entrepreneur who 
dreams big but wants a small-
town lifestyle, look no further 
than Lillooet. Lillooet offers great 
economic opportunities in a 
laid-back, friendly atmosphere. 
You’ll love our affordable residen-
tial and commercial properties, 
which enable you to start a great 
business and enjoy an indepen-
dent lifestyle for minimal cash.
 We pride ourselves on our 
hospitality, and the Lillooet 
Chamber of Commerce will help 
you network with other busi-
nesses and the community in 
general. Lillooet focuses on pro-
gressive principles of smart and 
sustainable growth and is home 
to 2,200 people; the service area 
has 5,000 residents.
 We have all the essential 
health, recreation and educa-

tional services you need to raise 
a family in a carefree and safe 
environment – a hospital, medi-
cal clinic, dental clinic, a rec 
centre with an ice rink, weight 
room, library and swimming 
pool, a curling rink, mountain 
biking trails, community parks, 
two elementary schools, a high 
school, a library and a Thompson 
Rivers University learning centre.  
 To top it all off, our beautifully 
rugged geography means we’re 
on the doorstep of boundless, 
four-season outdoor recreational 
opportunities. 
 We have access to three high-
ways – Highway 99, Highway 12 
and Highway 40 – and are ser-
viced by CN Rail’s freight service. 
The airport is equipped to handle 
modern commercial jets, private 
jets and turbo-prop aircraft.

 For telecommuters, we enjoy 
reliable cell phone service and 
high-speed internet.
 Did we mention our unique 
semi-arid climate boasts more 
than 300 days of dry, sunny con-
ditions per year? Thousands of 
hectares of farmland are avail-
able for our budding wine and 
organic agriculture industries. You 
can grow anything here - just add 
water.
 Best of all, our affordable 
real estate values mean you’ll 
be contemplating retiring before 
you ever thought it possible. Stop 
working to live and get busy liv-
ing your life in Lillooet.
 We’re a small town with a big 
heart. 
  For more information or 
to see Lillooet in action, visit us 
online at www.lillooetbc.ca

Build your Business, 
                Invest in a lifetme

Celebrating Lillooet’s History!

Public 
Washrooms
located in 
Museum

Lillooet Museum 
and Visitors Centre

• See artifacts from the Cariboo Gold Rush days
• First Nations Displays 
• View the old presses & printing equipment used by 
   ‘Ma’ Murray to print the Bridge River - Lillooet News
• Free local, regional & provincial information & maps

790 Main Street, Lillooet, B.C.  250-256-4308
lillmuseum@cablelan.net

www.lillooetbc.ca

OPEN - JULY & AUGUST - Every Day - 9 am to 5 pm
MAY, JUNE, SEPT. & OCT. - Tues. to Sat. - 10 am to 4 pm

We can help you make BC Ferries, Accommodation 
Reservations and so much more!  FREE WIFI
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     Welcome to Lillooet!
     On behalf of council and 
staff, I would like to take this 
opportunity to offer you a 
warm welcome to our com-
munity!
     Lillooet and the surround-
ing region is a very special 
place with unique topography 
and scenery, a diverse climate, 
nationally significant fish and 

wildlife populations, First Nations heritage and cul-
ture, and a rich Gold Rush and mining history.
     Vineyards and hops are planted on sagebrush-cov-
ered benches, at the foot of the mountains in the Fra-
ser Canyon, deep in what was the heart of gold mining 
country. The Lillooet region has a long history of 
cattle ranching, farming and fruit production. Recent, 
very successful ventures into hops, grape-growing, 
wine-making and value-added processing are fuel-
ing excitement about the area’s agricultural potential. 
Be sure to stop by Fort Berens winery and taste their 
award winning wines!
     For active people, the recreational potential of 
Lillooet is unlimited. The area’s large unspoiled 
mountains, valleys, rivers and lakes offer breathtaking 
scenery and first class opportunities for the outdoors-
man.
     Lillooet is a paradise for locals and tourists alike! 
We are proud of our relaxed, friendly small-town 
atmosphere, our spirited volunteers and our spectacu-
lar natural setting. Whether relocating to this region, 
returning for another visit or arriving for the first time, 
you will discover that you are welcome here.

Mayor Marg Lampman

 On behalf of residents and 
members of the St’át’imc (Stat-
lee-um) Nation, I welcome you 
to our Territory! We appreciate 
your interest in visiting Lillooet, 
historically called Sat’ (Shat) in 
our language. 
 The St’át’imc are the original 
inhabitants of the area; our Ter-
ritory extends northwest to the 
headwaters of the Bridge River; 

northeast toward Hat Creek Valley; southeast to the Big 
Slide; south to Long Island on Harrison Lake, and west to 
the headwaters of Lillooet River.  
     As Ūcwalmicw (people of the land) we use the richness 
of the rivers, mountains and lakes; timing our harvesting 
activities with our ecological indicators for the best times 
to hunt, fish, harvest food and gather medicines. 
     The lessons of living on the land are a large part of our 
inheritance passed on from St’át’imc elders for genera-
tions. As holders of one of the richest fisheries along the 
Fraser River, we defend and control a valuable resource 
that feeds our people throughout the winter, and serves 
as an important staple for trade with our neighbouring 
nations. The St’át’imc are most blessed with a Territory of 
such natural beauty and richness; we can think of no better 
place to live. 
     The area offers a diverse variety of activities and ame-
nities for your enjoyment – whether it is exploring our cul-
tural history, or joining us in one of our seasonal celebra-
tions, such as the May 10 St’át’imc Declaration Gathering 
or the June 21 National Aboriginal Day. As well, a number 
of our communities have developed interesting tourism 
experiences. We hope you will try them out. 
     We are glad you chose to visit Lillooet and enjoy the 
great hospitality we have to offer; we request that you re-
spect this land and our cultural 
history – welcome!

Sincerely, 
Chief Michelle Edwards
Chair, Lillooet Tribal Council 

Welcome to Lillooet!
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have rough conditions in places)
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(Some of these roads impassable in winter 
and some have very rough conditions)

(Some sites maintained to minimal levels)
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Finding Your Way

Lillooet News
Established by 
‘Ma’ Murray in 1934

Bridge River

www.lillooetnews.net   

The Lillooet Visitors Guide is produced by The Bridge River - Lillooet News.
www.lillooetnews.net  •  Email:  pub@lillooetnews.net  
Toll Free:  1-877-300-8569  •  Phone 250-256-4219  
Fax:  250-256-4210  •  Cover Photo Credit:  Lorrie Carson
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24 Hour Tire 
Service

• Brakes 
• Alignment

• Shocks/Struts
• Batteries

• Oil Changes

   Ph: 250-256-4131  •  Fax: 250-256-4198  •  249 Main St. Lillooet  

Best tire warranty availaBle
includes free flat repairs, rotations and more

Hours: 
Mon–Fri  7:30am–6pm

Saturday 8am–5pm
After Hours Call Out Service

  and 
Coffee 
Lounge

 When heading to the 
scenic town of Lillooet, 
make Hotel DeOro your 
home during your adventure.  
Located in the heart of 
historic downtown Lillooet, 
Hotel DeOro has one of 
the finest accommodations 
available.

• Free Wireless Internet
• Free Continental Breakfast 
  (seasonal) at D’Oro Cafe 

 D’Oro Coffee Lounge 
is our on-site café.  We 
use only 100% organic, fair 
trade coffee and espresso 
beans to ensure the purest 
of aromas.  Drop by for 
some great music, or just 
snuggle up on one of our 
comfy couches.

• Air Conditioned 
• 100% No Smoking  
• Please, No Pets

639 Main St., Lillooet  •  Tel:  250-256-2355
www.hoteldeoro.com

www.deorocoffeelounge.com   Coffee Lounge:  250-256-2255

• Full Bath, 
• Microwave
• Fridge

EVERYONE WELCOME
(Membership not required for admittance)

FREE
• WIFI  • Pool Tables  

• Shuffleboard  • Darts

MEAT DRAWS
FRIDAY  -  6:00pm 
SUNDAY  -  3:30pm

Mon - Thurs,  Sat & Sun
 - 3pm to 7pm

Friday - 3pm to ?
Permit allows hours to be 

adjusted on demand

737 Main Street    250-256-7332

Please Join us 
for our BBQ during 

 Apricot Festival

EGION
ILLOOETL

THE ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION Br. 66

Thanks to our community 
for your continued support!
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 Mix together sunshine, fertile soil and water. Add 
hard work, ingenuity and dreams for the future and 
you have all the ingredients for the Lillooet area’s 
thriving agricultural and viticultural ventures.
 The Fort Berens Estate Winery operates the first 
commercial vineyard in Lillooet. Named for the 
Hudson’s Bay Company fort that began construc-
tion on the site in 1859, Fort Berens vintages have 
won acclaim nationally and internationally. Last 
year, Fort Berens’ 2012 Riesling won the Lieutenant-
Governor’s Award for Excellence in B.C. Wines. The 
prestigious award has been called “the pinnacle for 
B.C. wines.” In the spring of this year, Fort Berens 
reached another milestone – bottling the first vin-
tages to be 100 per cent estate grown, 100 per cent 
estate produced and 100 per cent estate bottled. The 
tasting room is open and tours of the vineyard and 
winery building are offered.
 Just up the road from Fort Berens is the Bitterbine 
Hop Farm, home to Harvesters of Organic Hops 
(HOOH). Established in 2009, the local farm is 

expanding to serve B.C.’s growing micro-brewing 
industry. In 2013, Old Jalopy Ale – the Canadian 
Brewing Awards Beer of the Year – was made with 
organic hops grown at Bitterbine’s Lillooet farm. 
HOOH also offers tours of its hop farm.
 Malms’ Old Airport Gardens claims to grow the 
best tomatoes in B.C. Once you’ve savoured a sun-
ripened, bursting-with-juice Lillooet tomato, you’ll 
believe them. It’s not unusual for folks from the 
Lower Mainland to make their annual trip here to 
take home 100 kilos of tomatoes for canning, pres-
ervation and plain good-eating.
 Fountainview Farms, located south of town on 
Highway 12, is another Lillooet success story. It’s the 
largest producer of organic carrots in B.C., growing 
800,000 to a million pounds (453,592 kilograms) 

Lillooet Agriculture: 
down-to-earth and growing

every year.  Fountainview is currently expanding its 
operations to include organic squash and garlic.
  Speaking of the “stinking rose,” it’s smelling 
sweet these days to the people at Ucwalmicw’s 
Community Garden. Ucwalmicw means “People 
of the Land” and the new garlic business follows a 
500-year First Nations tradition of growing sustain-
able produce. The locally-grown vegetable is being 
sold across B.C. at Buy-Low Foods and Nesters 
Market grocery stores.
 While you’re shopping locally, remember to pick 
up a jar of Golden Cariboo Honey from Cariboo 
Apiaries or drop in to the Lillooet Farmers’ Market 
for more local produce and home baking. There are 

Photo Credit:  Fountainview Farms



Dream it...
Let us help you 
Do it.

• Heli Fishing   • Picnics
• Hiking   • Sightseeing
• Heli Golf 
• Weddings & Proposalss.

www.blackcombaviation.com
250-256-6000

TM

staylor@blackcombaviation.com
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also several small family operations that sell from 
the farm gate along Texas Creek Road and Highway 
12. 
 Another organic producer in the area is the Blue 
Goose Cattle Company, a privately-owned Canadian 
corporation with one of the largest organic cattle 
herds in North America. Blue Goose owns the his-
toric Diamond S Ranch atop Pavilion Mountain, 
along Highway 99 North and on Pavilion Creek.



KC Health & Gifts

Open from 10 am • 7 days a week (summer months)
626 Main Street, Box 1082, Lillooet, BC  V0K 1V0

250-256-7711

 The best spot for all your gift buying and vaca-
tion memory wishes.   Highlighting a marvelous selection 
of Jade carvings and sculptures, jewellery, local pottery, 
Native artwork and incredible carvings in stone, cedar and 
antler. We also feature a wonderful selection of giftware, 
antiques and natural vitamins & food products.
 Let Karen and her staff help you find the perfect 
keepsake!  Just 1½ blocks from the museum.

Energy Plus Pedicures, Reflexology,
Facials, Spa Services

at KC Health    250-256-4796

OPEN
 5 days 
a week

Jade Walk – 
Revealing a Lillooet Secret
     Longtime prospector  George Vanderwolf and a group of local volun-
teers spent six years creating and organizing the spectacular Jade Walk 
that displays over 30 jade pieces throughout town. These art pieces have 
been cut, polished and mounted to reveal each individual ‘face’ of jade, 
whose colours, shapes and fractures all have different qualities. 
 The Lillooet area was home to the first jade mine in B.C. and in the late 
1950s/early 1960s, Lillooet shipped more nephrite jade worldwide than 
any place on earth. 
 Jade is harder than steel and takes a special saw and up to hundreds 
of hours to cut.  Jade is the most important gemstone in China where 
it is known as the “Stone of Heaven.” Asian visitors enjoy rubbing the 
“Jadehenge” collection outside the Lillooet Visitor Centre and Museum, 
believing that will bring them good fortune. 

Jade Country
     Welcome to BC Jade Country!
     Local First Nations prized jade for its 
beauty and strength for tool making and cut 
jade into tools using another softer stone and 
wet sand. The collection of tools used was 
all shaped by hand by St’at’imc people many 

years ago.  Most of these pieces were found 
in the Bridge River area just north of Lillooet 
and the artifacts are part of Xwisten’s exten-
sive collection.
 

1�

Rock of Ages

Gerald Michel of the Xwísten First Nation
displays a piece of jade that was cut by 
hand, probably thousands of years ago.

Local First Nations cut jade into tools using 
another softer stone and wet sand. Some 

believe   they used buckskin and wet sand. 
The collection of tools above were all shaped 
by hand by St’át’imc people many years ago.

Michel found most of these pieces in the 
Bridge River area north of Lillooet. 

These artifacts are part of Xwisten’s
extensive collection.

Jade Facts
• The Lillooet Area was home to 
the first jade mines in BC
• There are two types of stones 
called jade - the type found in 
BC is nephrite
• BC is considered to have the 
largest deposits of nephrite in 
the world
• Jade is the most important gem-
stone in China, sometimes called 
the ‘Stone of Heaven.’
• Gifts for the 35th Wedding 
Anniversary are traditionally 
made of jade
• Jade is BC’s Official Gemstone

Vanderwolf’s father-in-law, Ed Osterlund, at 
Hell Creek mine in 1965, with one of the first por-

table diamond saws built in Canada to 
cut jade in the mountains.

Va n d e r w o l f ’s 
f a the r- i n - l aw, 
Ed Osterlund, at 
Hell Creek mine 
in 1965, with 
one of the first 
portable dia-
mond saws built 
in Canada to 
cut jade in the 
mountains.

Jade Facts
•  The Lillooet area was home to the first jade    
 mines in BC
•  There are two types of stones called jade 
 - the type found in BC is nephrite
•  BC is considered to have the largest   
 deposits of nephrite in the world
•  Gifts for the 35th wedding anniversary are  
 traditionally made of jade. 
•  Jade is BC’s official gemstone
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8th Annual

Apricot 
Tsaqwem
Festival
July 24-26/15

Don’t Miss Lillooet’s Biggest Event of the Year!

• Farmers Market
• Quilt Show
• Show & Shine
• Family Activities
• Live Music
• Street Dance
• Great Food
• Tons of Fun!

Fun for the 
Whole Family!

Take a Hike ...
with Lillooet’s 

Hiking Guide
 To enjoy the best of Lillooet’s spectacular 
scenery, climate flora and fauna, how about a 
refreshing and rewarding hike into the rugged 
mountains and wildflower meadows surrounding 
the town?
 Considered to be the “bible” for hikers 
in the area, the Lillooet Naturalist Society’s 
“Canyon to Alpine:  Lillooet Hiking Guide” 
contains trail and access information, route 
maps and topographical information. Enjoy its 
spectacular colour photos as you plan your trek, 
from a leisurely stroll to a more challenging 
excursion.
 Enjoy your hike, enjoy 
your stay, enjoy Lillooet!

Available for sale at various 
local retailers in Lillooet www.lillooetnaturalistsociety.org

Lillooet
Naturalist Society

 For maximum enjoyment of the varied hiking 
trails and spectacular scenery of the Lillooet area, 
please observe the basic rules of wilderness safety:
- Plan your hike by familiarizing yourself with the 
map and description of the trail
- Travel in a group of at least three people
- Keep track of where you are by looking at natural 
landmarks, trail signs, GPS and a map and compass
- Carry enough water and food for your trip. 
Hiking in the mountains requires extra energy and 
Lillooet’s hot, dry climate can cause heat exhaus-
tion. Plan on carrying several litres of water
- Remember to leave enough time to return by day-
light
- Leave an outline of your intended hike, includ-
ing your location and expected time of return, with 
someone who will report you missing in case of an 
emergency.
 Please remember your wilderness ethics. Walk 
on established trails; leave historic artifacts and 
archaeological specimens undisturbed; bring along 
a small garbage bag so you can pack out all your 
garbage; cook safely in our dry local landscapes by 
using a backpacking stove instead of a campfire; 
and be respectful by staying back from nests, young 
animals, dens and feeding and rutting locations.

Tips for the trails less traveled

1312
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Lillooet Area Trail Map
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - brought to you by

MAP LEGEND
         Trail Heads           Museum & Visitor Centre
           Hospital             Campgrounds
           Police                              View Points
           Fire Department           Provincial Highway
              1 kilometre

Hangman’s
Park Trail

Parking:  N50° 40’ 61.9’’  W121° 56’ 09.8’’   Park  
at Miyazaki House. Distance: 0.3 Miles  Time: 15-
20 minutes. Difficulty: Easy to moderate loop 
walk.  In the heart of Lillooet’s downtown, a brisk 
walk from the Miyazaki House to the scenic bench 
where, legend has it, frontier Judge Matthew Begbie 
hung murderers in the Gold Rush era.

Miyazaki H
ouse

Parking:  50°40’54.53”N  121°55’49.37”W  Park in Cayoosh Campground close to the 
Bridge of the 23 Camels.  Distance: 2.4 km (1.5 miles).  Time: 45 min. one-way.  Dif-
ficulty: Easy to moderate.  Built by the Lillooet Lions Club in the 1990s, the Lions Trail 
is a staple for local hikers, traversing the bank of the Fraser River through diverse habitat 
affording breathtaking views of the mighty river.

Thanks to Fort Berens Estate Winery, the District of Lillooet, the Lillooet Natural-
ist Society, the Lillooet Historical Society and Sekw’el’was First Nation for their 
help with this project.  For more trails and information, pick up a copy of ‘Canyon 
to Alpine, the Lillooet Hiking Guide.’

 Fraser River Lions Trail

Parking:  N50° 41’ 43.4’’  W121° 56’ 19.9’’  Park in lot behind REC Centre (access 
behind Museum).  Distance: 8.7km (5.4 mi). Time: 1-hour jog, 2-hour walk.  Difficulty: 
Moderate.  Popular route with local runners, walkers and cyclists, crosses the Bridge 
of 23 Camels and the Old Suspension Bridge, offering gorgeous views of town and the 
famous river with fabulous mountain backdrops.

 Bridges Walk

Parking:  N50° 42’ 21.7’’  W121° 55’ 55.6’’  Park at Old Mill Plaza.  Distance (Time): 2.4 
km from mall to cemetery (30-45 minutes), 5.3 km for complete route (1 to 1.5 hours). 
Difficulty: Easy to moderate.  This trail commemorates Lillooet’s history as the site 
of the first jade mine in BC.  Stroll down Lillooet’s Main Street and enjoy over 30 unique 
pieces of jade, some weighing many tons. Pick up a brochure at KC Health & Gifts.

 Jade Walk

Parking:  N50° 40’ 97.9’’  W121° 55’ 89.1’’  Park at Bridge of the 23 Camels. Distance: 
4.5 km (2.8 miles). Time: 1 to 1.5 hours one-way. Difficulty: Easy to moderate walk. 
This walk highlights the many sights the Lilllooet Historical Society recommends you en-
joy in a town whose post-European contact history dates back to the Cariboo Gold Rush.  
Pick up a “Golden Mile” brochure at the Lillooet Museum and Visitor Info Centre.

 Golden Mile of History

Parking:  N50° 41’ 52.9’’  W121° 56’ 65.9’’  Park in gravel cul-de-sac at west end of 
Victoria Street.  Distance: 3.4 km (2 mi.)  Time: 2 to 3-hour hike  Difficulty: Moderate 
to difficult, 500 metres elevation gain.  This popular route takes hikers to the famous 
Red Rock outcropping 500 metres above town, offering an astounding panorama of the 
Fraser River valley. Local flora and fauna abound.  Take water with you.

 Red Rock Trail

Parking:  N50° 40’ 51.2’’  W121° 55’ 49.7’’  Park in parking area just off Powerhouse 
Road.  Distance:  190 m to 2 km  Time: 30 min. to 1 hour.  Difficulty: Easy (rocky 
shoreline).  A chance to get up close to the mighty Fraser River.  Enjoy a walk through an 
active ecological restoration site that showcases our beautiful grasslands and Black Cot-
tonwood ecosystem at the confluence of the Seton and Fraser Rivers.

 Sát’atqwa7 - The River

Parking:  N50° 40’ 25.1’’  W121° 58’ 11.9’’  Park in beautiful, paved wayside park.  
Distance: 0.35 km (0.2 miles).  Time: 10 minutes   Difficulty:  Easy.  A short, easy walk 
along fast-moving Seton River offers the chance to see mountain goats on the cliffs 
above and other wildlife. Trails follow spawning channels full of salmon in season.  Inter-
pretive signage reveals local ecology and First Nations history.

 Naxwit Park

Parking:  N50° 40’ 37.1’’  W121° 56’ 39.7’’  Parking lot is off gravel road that is imme-
diately west of Lightfoot Gas. Distance: 1.4 km (0.9 mi.) Time: 20 min.  Difficulty: Easy.  
A pleasant loop around a man-made spawning stream complex built to assist the repro-
duction of the many species of salmon. When the salmon are running these streams 
harbour thousands of spawning fish. Now managed by the Sekw’el‘was First Nation.

 Seton Spawning Channels

Parking:  N50° 40’ 06.2’’  W121° 58’ 67.3’’  Park at BC Hydro Campground entrance. 
Distance: 3.3 kms (2 mi.) Time: 60 minutes. Difficulty: Easy to moderate.  Two pretty 
loop walks connected by a steep hill. The loops go through forest, along Cayoosh Creek 
and offer awesome mountain views. Across Highway 99 from the upper bench you can 
access the incredible Seton Lake lookout.

 Campground Trails

Parking:  N50° 40’ 14.1’’  W121° 58’ 40.6’’  Park on immediate south side of Canal 
Bridge on Highway 99.  Distance: 3.2 kms (2 mi.) one-way  Time:  40 minutes  Difficulty: 
Easy.  On this level roadway along the south side of the BC Hydro canal which connects 
Seton Lake with the powerhouse on the Fraser, you walk in the shadow of the majestic 
towering cliffs at the base Mt. Brew. Watch for waterfowl on the canal.

 Canal Walk

This map is provided as a guide 
only. The Chamber of Commerce 
does not take responsibility for 
the accuracy or safety of the 
trails included here.
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Red Rock outcropping 500 metres above town, offering an astounding panorama of the 
Fraser River valley. Local flora and fauna abound.  Take water with you.

 Red Rock Trail

Parking:  N50° 40’ 51.2’’  W121° 55’ 49.7’’  Park in parking area just off Powerhouse 
Road.  Distance:  190 m to 2 km  Time: 30 min. to 1 hour.  Difficulty: Easy (rocky 
shoreline).  A chance to get up close to the mighty Fraser River.  Enjoy a walk through an 
active ecological restoration site that showcases our beautiful grasslands and Black Cot-
tonwood ecosystem at the confluence of the Seton and Fraser Rivers.

 Sát’atqwa7 - The River

Parking:  N50° 40’ 25.1’’  W121° 58’ 11.9’’  Park in beautiful, paved wayside park.  
Distance: 0.35 km (0.2 miles).  Time: 10 minutes   Difficulty:  Easy.  A short, easy walk 
along fast-moving Seton River offers the chance to see mountain goats on the cliffs 
above and other wildlife. Trails follow spawning channels full of salmon in season.  Inter-
pretive signage reveals local ecology and First Nations history.

 Naxwit Park

Parking:  N50° 40’ 37.1’’  W121° 56’ 39.7’’  Parking lot is off gravel road that is imme-
diately west of Lightfoot Gas. Distance: 1.4 km (0.9 mi.) Time: 20 min.  Difficulty: Easy.  
A pleasant loop around a man-made spawning stream complex built to assist the repro-
duction of the many species of salmon. When the salmon are running these streams 
harbour thousands of spawning fish. Now managed by the Sekw’el‘was First Nation.

 Seton Spawning Channels

Parking:  N50° 40’ 06.2’’  W121° 58’ 67.3’’  Park at BC Hydro Campground entrance. 
Distance: 3.3 kms (2 mi.) Time: 60 minutes. Difficulty: Easy to moderate.  Two pretty 
loop walks connected by a steep hill. The loops go through forest, along Cayoosh Creek 
and offer awesome mountain views. Across Highway 99 from the upper bench you can 
access the incredible Seton Lake lookout.

 Campground Trails

Parking:  N50° 40’ 14.1’’  W121° 58’ 40.6’’  Park on immediate south side of Canal 
Bridge on Highway 99.  Distance: 3.2 kms (2 mi.) one-way  Time:  40 minutes  Difficulty: 
Easy.  On this level roadway along the south side of the BC Hydro canal which connects 
Seton Lake with the powerhouse on the Fraser, you walk in the shadow of the majestic 
towering cliffs at the base Mt. Brew. Watch for waterfowl on the canal.

 Canal Walk

This map is provided as a guide 
only. The Chamber of Commerce 
does not take responsibility for 
the accuracy or safety of the 
trails included here.
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Top quality produce, fresh 
bakery, deli & meat

and award winning service

Your Proud Community Supporter!

Old Mill Plaza         155 Main St.          Lillooet          250-256-7922

The Old Bridge 
100th Anniversary 

Celebrations

Canada Day
Celebrations
in the Park

OUR SPECIALTY IS SPORTS

Winner’s 
Edge • Fishing • Hunting • Camping

• Clothing & Footwear
• Bikes & Accessories

Book your Sturgeon Trips here!
Contact:  Steve Alain
Sturgeon Season runs 
July - October 31

13th AnnuAl

Sturgeon Derby 

July 25th, 2015 644 Main St.    250-256-4848 
winnersedge@shaw.ca    

    

     For avid anglers, nothing beats the thrill of catch-
ing a giant Fraser River white sturgeon, the largest 
freshwater fish species in North America.
 Landing one of these pre-historic behemoths of 

the deep is one of the world’s ultimate sportfishing 
experiences.
     Some of the sturgeon top out at 635 kilos and 
more than 12 metres in length. Their torpedo-shaped 
bodies are covered with armour-like scutes (large 
plates) rather than scales. 
     These fish weren’t born last month, last year or 
even in the last half-century. They have a long life 

The mighty sturgeon of 
                    the mighty Fraser

Continued on page 19
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Community Link Bus
Serving Bridge River & Lillooet Areas

Operates Mon. to Sat. July 6 to Aug. 29/15
  Schedule available at:  www.xwisten.ca

Traditional Fishing 
& Archaeological 

Village Tours

XWÍSTEN 
EXPERIENCE 

TOURS

BOOK NOW
250-256-7844

www.xwistentours.ca
email: tours@xwisten.ca 

Available June to September

Photo Credit: www.coastphoto.com

Photo Credit: www.coastphoto.com

Shuttle Service Available
for in-town pick-ups.  Call for more details.

Providing Quality Guest Services since 1941

Where Old Fashioned Friendly Service meets . . . Comfortable, Modern Convenience

www.reynoldshotel.com

Reservations 1-877-655-5506 
or 250-256-4202

1237 Main Street  Lillooet, BC

• Classic Rooms  •  Restaurant  •  Pub  
• Cold Beer, Wine & Liquor Store

Recently Renovated • Free Wireless Internet

span and many of the Fraser’s sturgeon are 100 to 
150 years old. Their size and unforgivng strength 
make for a challenging battle, and occasions when 
the sturgeons leap from the river to “tail walk” on the 
end of the line are unforgettable. 
 Sturgeon can be caught from the river bank or on 

a boat in the narrow canyons of the Fraser. Fishing is 
strictly catch-and-release and returning a caught fish 
to the water quickly is critical to its survival.   
     With the summer sun on your back, the river 
flowing free and fast and a tug on your line, fishing 
for Lillooet’s Fraser River sturgeon is an ideal experi-
ence for families, visitors and corporate groups.

Continued from page 17
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STOP 
INVASIVE

SPECIES IN
YOUR TRACKS.

Help Prevent The Spread
Of Invasive Plants and Animals.
•  Arrive with clean gear.
•  Burn local or certified firewood.
•  Use local or weed-free hay.
•  Stay on the trails.
•  Before leaving, remove mud and seeds.
•  Clean, Drain, Dry your boat.

STOP INVASIVE
SPECIES IN

YOUR TRACKS.

 Help Prevent The Spread 
 Of Invasive Plants And Animals.
• Arrive with clean gear.
• Burn local or certified firewood.
• Use local or weed-free hay.
• Stay on the trails.
• Before leaving, remove mud and seeds.

February 22-28, 2015
National Invasive Species Awareness Week

STOP INVASIVE SPECIES 
IN YOUR TRACKS.

PlayCleanGo is currently sponsored by State of Minnesota and USDA Forest Service, equal opportunity employers.
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February 22-28, 2015
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STOP INVASIVE
SPECIES IN

YOUR TRACKS.

 Help Prevent The Spread 
 Of Invasive Plants And Animals.
• Arrive with clean gear.
• Burn local or certified firewood.
• Use local or weed-free hay.
• Stay on the trails.
• Before leaving, remove mud and seeds.

February 22-28, 2015
National Invasive Species Awareness Week

STOP INVASIVE SPECIES 
IN YOUR TRACKS.

PlayCleanGo is currently sponsored by State of Minnesota and USDA Forest Service, equal opportunity employers.

For more information 
or to report sightings 
contact: 
Jacquie Rasmussen
250-256-4292
www.lriss.ca

The Kaoham 
Shuttle – 
Canada’s Best 
Hidden Rail 
Trip
     No less an authority than the BBC has called 
the Kaoham Shuttle “Canada’s Greatest Hidden 
Rail Trip.”
     Adventurers will discover that truth first-hand 
when they hop aboard the two-car, 30-passenger 
Shuttle on its daily trip from Lillooet to the remote 
lakeside communities of Seton Portage and Sha-
lalth.
     Clinging to the sides of magnificent mountains 
soaring to heights over 2,000 metres, the Shuttle 
chugs along the 24-kilometre shoreline of Seton 
Lake, a narrow, fjord-like finger of jade green 
water. 
     The Shuttle trip – a partnership between CN 
Rail and the Seton Lake First Nation community 
– provides great opportunities to see California 
bighorn sheep, deer, bear, eagles and waterfowl. 
It makes unscheduled stops to allow passengers to 
capture those vivid wildlife images on their cam-
eras and phones. 

     For train buffs, the shuttle winds along some 
of the sharpest curves on the entire CN line and 
through the railway’s third-longest tunnel in B.C. 
– 1,220 m/4,000 ft. The BBC compared the rough-
hewn tunnel to a mythical dragon’s grotto.
The trip takes one hour from Lillooet to Seton 
Portage, with options of over-nighting in Seton 
Portage or doing a one-day round trip on Fridays. 
Reservations must be made for the shuttle. 1-250-
259-8300.
     In the St’at’imc language, the word “Kaoham” 
means “to meet the train.”

Celebrating 20 Successful 
Years in Lillooet and Area

129 Moran Place   250-256-4141

Tune in to hear local news 
and weather, upcoming 
community events, and 
a variety of great music 
brought to you by local 

broadcasters.

250-999-2086

100.5 FM

Live sreaming, podcasts 
and more available at:

www.radiolillooet.ca
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Elevation : 800ft above sea level
Distances from Lillooet
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MAP

 The St’at’imc people 
have lived here for 

more than 8,000 
years, thriving on 
abundant Fraser 
River salmon 
and the bounty 
of the land. 
Archaeological 
evidence from 
the Keatley 
Creek site 
reveals that 
the ancestors 

of today’s St’at’imc lived in circular earthen dwell-
ings called s7istkens. They obtained and traded 
large number of salmon, practised ceremonies and 
rituals and lived in a hierarchical society where 
the wealthiest families apparently owned the most 
valuable fishing and hunting areas. They had lei-
sure time to produce jade adzes, make copper jew-
ellery and carve antlers and bone. 
 In 1808, when Simon Fraser became the first 
European to explore the river that bears his name, 
the St’át’imc welcomed him to their territory.
 The Cariboo Gold Rush of the 1850s and 1860s 
changed everything. With its 13 saloons and 25 
licensed premises, Lillooet briefly became a rau-
cous boom town.
 Multiple trails to Cariboo gold fields came 
through here. It was British Columbia Governor 
James Douglas who named the town of Lillooet 
and it was Douglas who, under intensive lobbying 
pressure, ordered a new road built in the 1860s. 
The new route - and the gold boom - bypassed 
Lillooet.  
Although placer mining continued in the lower 
Cayoosh, it wasn’t until the 1915 arrival of the 
Pacific Great Eastern Railway that Lillooet enjoyed 
another period of prosperity. The railway opened 
up the Interior of British Columbia and visitors dis-
covered the local area’s spectacular beauty.
     Lillooet was incorporated as a village in 1946 
and in the post-war period survived floods and 
catastrophic fires. The opening of gold mines in 
the Bridge River valley and the construction of the 
Bridge River hydro-electric project made Lillooet a 
service centre for the district. 

The Bridge of the 23 Camels
 Following the discovery of gold in the Cariboo 
in 1858, horses, mules and oxen were used to haul 
the heavy loads to the gold fields. Then Lillooet 
entrepreneur John Calbraith had the bright idea 

that camels would be ideal pack animals, and so 
23 two-humped Bactrian camels were imported 
from Asia to B.C.
 But the bright idea soon became a nightmare as 
the high-strung beasts ate miners’ clothing, kicked 

at anything or anyone who came close, frightened 
other animals with their pungent odor, and had 
their soft feet cut to ribbons on the treacherous 
roads. They were soon abandoned by their owners 
and left to roam in the wild. Some were killed for 
food, and some perished in winter storms, while 
others were kept as curiosities. 
 The last camel died on a farm near Westwold, 
B.C. in 1905. 
 Before the bridge opened in 1980, a contest 
was held to select a name. Local resident Renee 
Chipman submitted the winning name “Bridge of 
the 23 Camels,” in honour of the ornery beasts.

The CN Rail Station
 The old Pacific Great Eastern (PGE) Railway 
reached Lillooet in 1915 and continued on into the 

Lillooet’s Golden Mile
                of History
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LOCAL 
EXPERIENCE 

GLOBAL 
EXPOSURE

RE/MAX Real Estate Lillooet
909 Main St.     250-256-7166

www.RemaxLillooet.com

Lillooet Memorial Curling Club

• 4 Sheets of Jet Ice
• Bar & Lounge
• Lockers
• Concession
• Pro Shop

Season runs from 
October to the end 
of March, ending 
with our fun-filled 

April Fool’s Bonspiel!

178 Mountainview Rd., LILLOOET  250-256-4370
www.lillooetcurling.ca          lillooetmcc@gmail.com

Leagues 
• Ladies 
• Mens 
• Mixed 
• Drop-In 

Please email 
for specific 
days and 

times.

Interior of BC. Construction of the railway during 
times of war and economic depression is a credit 
to the railway crews who built the PGE on some 
of the toughest and most challenging sections of 
rail line anywhere in North America. Still, in its 
early days, the PGE’s reputation for reliability was 
occasionally less than sterling and it was jokingly 
referred to as Past God’s Endurance, Please Go Easy 
and Prince George Eventually. 
 Its name was changed to the British Columbia 
Railway in 1972. The station seen today was built 
in 1986, replacing the old station constructed in 
the 1930s. Until 2002, Lillooet had daily passen-
ger service from Vancouver via B.C. Rail’s Cariboo 
Prospector and its famed Budd cars. Unfortunately, 
the entire B.C. Rail passenger service was discon-
tinued in 2002.

The Lillooet Museum

 The Lillooet Museum and Visitor Centre is situat-
ed in a former Anglican church, St. Mary the Virgin. 
The original St. Mary’s, which was torn down in 
1961 after a century of serving the community, 
stood on this same spot. Although it was endowed 
with furnishings and silver liturgical service by a 
wealthy English gentlewoman, the doors of the 
original church were never locked in a century.  
It is a matter of record that miners and other travel-
ers slept in the church when there was no room 
elsewhere and cooked their food on the stove that 
heated the building. 
 The original chancel was incorporated in the 
new St. Mary’s and the melodeon and bell from 
the old church are displayed in the museum. The 
museum also features native artifacts, Gold Rush 

era relics, and a recreation of Ma Murray’s old 
news office downstairs. As you enter the building, 
look to your left to see the largest mounted Rocky 
Mountain elk head ever registered in B.C. 

The Mile O Cairn

 At the urging of MLA George Murray, the Mile 
O Cairn was erected in 1939, marking Mile Zero 
of the old Cariboo Road. From this point in the 
early stage coach days, all road houses and stop-
ping places from here to Barkerville were known 
by their mileage from Lillooet - 70 Mile, 100 Mile, 
etc. 
 In 1858, Governor James Douglas ordered 
the construction of a trail from Fort Douglas on 
Harrison Lake to Lillooet. The Royal Engineers 
supervised the construction and miners with picks 
and shovels contracted to build the road for the 
sum of five English pounds each, which they 
received upon arrival, by land and portage, at 
Lillooet. While the Mile O Cairn is located in the 
centre of town, the actual Mile O was across the 
river in East Lillooet.

The Mining Rocks
 Just downstream from the old suspension bridge 
and on both sides of the Fraser at Lillooet, one can 
find “Chinese Rocks,” a reminder of the search 
for gold by Chinese prospectors in the 1800s. 
Washing the sand and gravel for the elusive yel-
low metal, the Chinese neatly piled the washed 
rocks - in some places more than four metres 
high - in long rows. Some people believe the piled 
rocks beneath Hangman’s Tree are also “Chinese 

Rocks.” However, local historian Mike Kennedy 
says the rocks on the terrace there are remnants of 
an 1890s ground sluice operation by placer miners 
named Peters, Ward and Santini. They used water 
carried by a flume from Dickey Creek aka French 
Creek aka Four Mile Creek.

The Miyazaki House
 Lillooet’s most beautiful home is also its most 
treasured heritage asset. Miyazaki House is located 
directly behind the Post Office on Russell Lane. 
Its large porch, shuttered windows and unique 
Mansard roof reflect the 1880s era when it was 
built by Gold Commissioner, Government Agent 
and prominent merchant Casper Phair and his 
wife, Cerise.  
 Like his father, the Phairs’ son Artie held many 

of the town’s official positions but, above all, is 
remembered as a photographer who documented 
the rugged landscapes, people and events of the 
area.
 Artie Phair was taking 
pictures in Bridge River 
(South Shalalth) when 
he met WWII Japanese-
Canadian internee Dr. 
Masajiro Miyazaki. 
 As Lillooet was 
without a doctor, Phair 
drafted a petition that 
allowed the Miyazaki 
family to move into 
his fine home and turn 
one of its front rooms 
into a medical office. 
In 1945, Dr. Miyazaki 
purchased the property.  In 1950 he became the 
first Japanese-Canadian elected to public office in 
Canada. He was awarded the Order of Canada in 
1977 for his “unselfish service” to Lillooet and his 
home is now a community landmark.
 Dr. Miyazaki  donated his home to the Village 
of Lillooet in 1983. His office is preserved as he 
left it. A new society has taken over the running 
of the House. Visitors to the house and grounds 
are welcome.  For more information, please visit  
http://miyazakihouse.com/
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   • Superb Alfalfa/Sweet Clover Honey 
 • Pure Natural Beeswax Candles
 • Beeswax Furniture Polish
  • Beeswax Hand Lotion 
     & Honey Soap 

Brand REG’D

Tours, Groups, 
& Buses 
Welcome!

250-256-7231

Come see 

the 10 ft. 

Bear!

Cariboo apiaries 
                4007 Moha Rd.  LiLLooet, B.C.

                       4 km North on Hwy. 40
                        To Gold Bridge at the Bottom of the Hill.

DEANO’S
PIZZA

Pizza  •  Lasagna  •  Spaghetti
TAKE OUT & DELIVERY

Gluten Free 

Crust 

Available

682 Main St.

250-256-0064
Open 7 Days a Week

Grant 
a Wish

Gifts  •  Home Decor  •  Jewellery
Fashion & Accessories

600 Block Main Street
Downtown Lillooet

250-256-7310

Like us on:

Welcome to 
Lillooet!

See us for all your automotive 
accessories and parts needs.

Old Mill Plaza  11 - 155 Main St.
250-256-0599

Open

7 Days/

Week

Post Office

 Built in 1939, the post office was originally 
designed and decorated to complement the provin-
cial government building. It replaced a small two-
room house with verandah that had been the local 
post office.

St. Andrew’s and St. Mary’s Church

 This lovely little church celebrated its centen-
nial in 1996. Constructed in 1896 as a Methodist 
Church and affiliated for decades with the United 
Church of Canada, its original sanctuary, mel-
lowed with the patina of age, remains as part of the 
expanded church. 
     Stained glass windows and the original organ are 

still in place, though today’s congregation sings with 
more modern accompaniment. Today’s church serves 
a combined United and Anglican congregation. 

District of Lillooet Office
                                                                                                                                                      
     

The former provincial government building was 
built in 1926. Later additions and renovations have 
altered the original French provincial design of the 
structure. The provincial building was purchased 
by the District of Lillooet in 2003 and now houses 
the municipality’s offices in addition to the court, 
probation and conservation offices. The provincial 
government agent’s office is now located a few 
buildings to the south. 

Hangman’s Tree 
(Begbie Park)
 The remains of an 
historic old Ponderosa 
pine tree lie on the bench 
above Main Street. Turn 
left at the United Church 
and head up the hill. Turn 
right at the first road you 
come to, and there, on 
your left in the park above 
the road, is the tree. 
 For safety reasons, 
Hangman’s Tree was cut 
down in 2003. Local lore 

says it was used as a gallows for the administration 
of justice more than 100 years ago, when the law 
here was Judge Matthew Baillie Begbie.  There is a 
record that two thieves were hanged there and bur-
ied underneath, but legend has it that in all eight 
lawbreakers swung from it. If you don’t think the 
walk is worthy of the story, it is certainly worthy of 
the view. Beautiful!

Camel Barn (Log Cabin Theatre)
 This was once the horse barn for the Lillooet 
News office. In Gold Rush days in the 1860s, 
Lillooet’s famous camels were kept in it from time 
to time until it was converted into a livery barn. 
 It became a movie theatre during World War 
II and was written up in the New York Times and 
Variety as the smallest theatre in North America.  
     The original hand-hewn shakes remain on the 
roof. The movie projector was located in the hay-
loft and the stuccoed structure was dubbed the Log 
Cabin Theatre. 

Old Newspaper Office
 The old ‘salt box’ frame house was originally 

built as a rooming house for PGE construction 
crews working on the railway.  It now accommo-
dates private apartments., 
 Once ringed with porches, it is the former  
home of the Bridge River-Lillooet News. The news-
paper was established in 1934 by MLA George 
Murray, who founded the paper as a campaign 
promise to the Lillooet residents of the day. It was 
made famous by his wife, Margaret, who gained 
fame as the inimitable “Ma” Murray.  A firebrand 
editor famous for her courageous and sometimes 
outrageous commentary, Ma never let her lack of 
formal education hold her back. She was inducted 
into the Order of Canada in 1981.

The Old Bridge
 Since the construction of the Bridge of the 23 
Camels, this old span is known as ‘The Old Bridge’ 
to local residents. It was built in 1911 and is a sus
pension bridge of steel cables and wood with ‘dead 
men’ embedded in the rock banks of the river. The 
middle of the bridge is held up by cables.   
 This bridge replaced a truss bridge, which in 
turn replaced a reaction ferry that was powered by 
the river current and had been in use since 1860. 
 Lillooet celebrated the 100th birthday of  ‘The 
Old Bridge’ in October 2013 - a little late but bet-
ter late than never! The bridge offers views of a 
nearby sturgeon fishing hole and is home to a col-
ony of bats that live in specially constructed houses 
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For more information, please contact:
www.lillooetchamberofcommerce.com    250-256-3578

Proudly  
Sponsored 
in part by:

Lillooet Museum 
& Visitor Centre

Canada Day
Celebration in the Park

Lillooet invites you to join us
Wednesday, July 1st

11:00 am in Downton Park
• Family Activities

• Live Music
• Face painting

• Free Balloons
• Great Food

and Much More

HISTORIC HAT 
CREEK RANCH

Fun for the whole family with:
~  Guided Tours of 1860’s Roadhouse
  & Native Interpretation Site
~  Stagecoach 
~  Restaurant & Gift Shop
~  Goldpanning, Archery & More
~  RV Sites, Camping, Cabins, & Public Shower House

Open Daily May to October
Telephone. 250-457-9722 or Toll Free 1-800-782-0922

Email: contact@hatcreekranch.ca    
www.hatcreekranch.ca

‘Relive the 1860s Gold Rush and Native History!’
Located 80km east of Lillooet along scenic Hwy. #99

on the underside of the structure. The Lillooet 
Naturalist Society has installed a web cam on 
the top of the bridge to observe the comings and 
goings of a family of ospreys who nest there every 
spring and summer. 

Fishing Camps
 In August, the banks of the Fraser 
are dotted with fish drying camps. Pole racks are 
roofed with boughs for circulation of the dry solar 
heat, driven at this time of the year by searing 
river winds. Salmon was the foundation of the First 
Nations diet in the Lillooet area 
for untold centuries.     
     Historically, First Nations from all directions 
travelled to the confluence of the Fraser River and 
Bridge River to barter fruit, cereals and wild veg-
etables for delectable dried salmon.  Please respect 
the privacy of the people fishing.
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Quote of the Week:
“That men don’t learn very 

much from the lessons of his-
tory is the most important of 

all the lessons of history.”
-Aldous Huxley

wendy frAserfort Berens estate 
winery has welcomed 

Vancouver-residents dan 
Barnholden and Patrick 

downey to the award-wining 
winery’s ownership team. 

Barnholden and downey 
join founders rolf de Bruin 

and Heleen Pannekoek, 
along with early partners 

Hugh Agro, sean Harvey, 
Jason neal and John 

McConnell, to help fund fort 
Berens’ estate-grown grape 

production capacity and 
future business growth.“we are delighted 

to make this announce-
ment,” said deBruin. “dan 

and Patrick round out fort 

Berens’ ownership team and 
their investment will allow 

us to expand the production 
and distribution of estate-

grown grapes and wine from 
our Lillooet vineyard.” A fort Berens news 

release says Barnhoden’s 
family roots in B.C.’s inter-

ior trace back several gen-
erations. “A good friend and 

long-time business associate 
of a number of the owners, 

dan’s high level of integrity 
and family connections in 

Lillooet make him a natural 
addition to the team. Patrick 

brings to fort Berens his 
boisterous spirit and infec-

tious energy. Another good 
friend of a number of the 

owners, fort Berens’ guests 
and patrons can expect to 

see a lot of Patrick at the 
winery in Lillooet and in 

the nearby town of whistler 
where he frequently skis and 

cycles.”
rolf de Bruin says 2014 

was an “excellent year” for 
fort Berens, which com-

pleted construction and had 
the official grand opening of 

its new winery building and 
tasting room. “As part of the next phase 

of our growth, this summer 
we will begin offering lunch 

service on our patio, which 
features a gorgeous view of 

our vineyard and the impres-
sive Coast Mountains,” he 

added.
After selling out a num-

ber of wines in 2014, fort 
Berens is also working on 

plans to expand production. 

deBruin continued, “we 
are working together with 

a few local farms to plant 
additional vineyards in the 

Lillooet region. we are also 
starting to think about the 

first steps in the develop-
ment of our second estate 

vineyard on the benchlands 
directly north of our current 

vineyard. we have exciting 
plans for this year and we 

think 2015 will be another 
successful year.”

Fort Berens welcomes 
two more owners

Expansion plans 
announced for 2015

The new winery building and tasting room at Fort Berens.  Photo Credit: Brad Kasselman CoastPhoto

wendy frAserThe district of Lillooet 
gave the green light last week 

to plans to add an additional 
tax levy to fund reC Centre 

repairs and a reserve fund 
for the facility.Council voted by a 

4-1 margin feb. 2 - with 
Councillor John Courchesne 

dissenting - to give final 
reading to Bylaw 390 to 

raise taxes to upgrade the 
28-year-old facility.Councillors Barb wiebe 

and Laurie Hopfl were 
initially very reluctant to 

approve the tax increase 
but they voted in favour 

when a poll vote was called 
at council’s feb. 2 meeting. 

A poll vote means that all 
five council members were 

polled individually for their 
votes and had to say yes or 

no to the question. Prior to the actual vote, 
wiebe asked if Council 

could amend the bylaw to 
allow for the reC Centre 

levy to be imposed for a 
shorter period than the five-

year period in the bylaw. 
she said that way, the tax 

increases would not carry 
over to a new council elect-

ed in 2018. Mayor Lampman 
responded, “There’s no way, 

with our small tax base, that 
you could accomplish that 

by stating it would be less 
than four years. A one per 

cent increase in taxes in 
Lillooet generates $14,000, 

and that’s not very much.”
Hopfl wanted assurance 

that work on the reC Centre 
upgrades would go out to 

public tender. The mayor 
replied that anything over 

$25,000 has to go to ten-
der and director of finance 

Leslie Piderman said any 
project over $75,000 also has 

to be advertised on the BC 
Civic Info site.when the vote was 

called, Councillors Hopfl 
and wiebe both said they 

didn’t think it was appro-
priate for them to override 

the democratic will of the 
voters as expressed in last 

november’s referendum on 
reC Centre funding.“I would have a hard time 

saying the public’s vote didn’t 
count,” commented Hopfl.

Lillooet residents voted 
by a 650 to 361 margin to 

fund $1.03 million in major 
upgrades for the reC Centre 

and establish a reserve fund 
for ongoing maintenance.

Councillor Kevin Aitken 
voted yes “without ques-

tion, because the people 
have spoken.” Aitken added, 

“The plan we have might 
not be perfect but it’s a plan 

that addresses reC Centre 
issues.” Mayor Lampman 

also voted yes.Councillor Courchesne 
has been outspoken in 

his opposition to the tax 
increase that will result from 

REC Centre tax increase approved by CouncilCouncillors Wiebe 
and Hopfl reluctantly 
vote yes

Continued on Page 4
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Photo Credit:  Dr. Ian Routley



RENTAL 
INFORMATION

The Miyazaki House and grounds 
can be rented for 

special events such as 
retreats, weddings, workshops 

and cultural celebrations.
Contact the District REC Centre 

250-256-7527

DONATIONS
We are a registered non-profit 

organization.  
Assist us in the ongoing 

effort to restore Miyazaki House 
by sending your donations to: 

Miyazaki House Society
PO Box 587

Lillooet, BC  V0K 1V0

643 Russell Lane
Lillooet, BC

(Behind the Post Office)
email: info@miyazakihouse.com
www.miyazakihouse.com

Built in the 1880’s for the Phair family, the Miyazaki 
House is the heart of Lillooet’s gold rush history.  

Purchased by Dr. Masajiro Miyazaki after WWII, it tells 
the fascinating story of his life in Lillooet,  Japanese 

Canadian internment in the region,  and his many 
contributions to the community over four decades.  

Plan your perfect wedding or event!

                 Lillooet’s Heritage

Dr. Miyazaki’s original office

Miyazaki House

Photos courtesy of Ursela Stephane, Kate Maxon and Jae Han

Grassroots  Golf
As it should be!

2 Can Play for 
the Price of 1

Purchase one round of golf and
Receive one round of golf Free 

by showing this ad at the Clubhouse.
One redemption per person.  
Valid until October 1, 2015

5600 Texas Creek Rd 
250-256-0550
www.lillooetgolf.com

     The name says it all. 
     Lillooet’s Sheep Pasture Golf Course promises 
a fun and challenging golfing experience for all 
levels of players. Just watch out for the mobile haz-
ards – a herd of sheep on the fairways who keep 
the course fertilized and nicely grazed and are a 
source of amusement for local and visiting golfers.                                                  
The woolly mix also includes a couple of llamas 
that protect the sheep from predatory coyotes. 
     The nine-hole course is located on undulating 

Lillooet’s Sheep Pasture Golf
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Thompson 
Rivers 

University
• NEW – ITV Courses (Video Conferencing)
• 1st & 2nd Year Full-time University
• Some 3rd Year Courses Available
• Community & School Support Certificate
   (Teacher Assistant Program) 
• First Aid Training
• Computer Training
• Special Training for organizations

#10 - 155 Main St., Lillooet
(Old Mill Plaza)
250-256-4296

www.tru.ca

Thinking AboUT TomoRRow!

                                     Where to find us:
Travel West on Main Street, turn right on Mountainview Road, 

up the hill turn right on Bouvette Road, around the and curve you’ll see our sign.

Enjoy your stay in elegant comfort 
& quiet serenity

Beautifully appointed furniture, 
appliances & linens 8 Full Service RV Sites

& Certificate of Excellence

1264 Bouvette Rd., Box 286, Lillooet, BC  V0K 1V0     
Phone: 250-256-2090   RESERVATIONS: 1-866-456-2090   Fax: 250-256-2091

Website: www.retasketlodge.com    Email: retasket@shaw.ca

• 2 Queen Beds with cozy duvets
• Microwave & bar fridge
• Air-conditioning
• Full bathroom with tub & shower
• Free local telephone calls
• Hairdryers
•  In-room coffee & tea

•   Shaw High-Speed Wireless modems 
 in every room
• Cable TV
• Complimentary coffee & tea
• Free Continental Breakfast
• All non-smoking rooms
• Guest Laundry

Electric Vehicle
Charging Station

slopes above the Fraser River with majestic moun-
tain backdrops at every turn. Golfers say it’s small 
but challenging, with short straight fairways, unfor-
giving small greens, minor doglegs, recently added 
bunkers and tricky water holes. 
     The first golf course on the site was rudimenta-
ry, with sand greens, tin can cups and very limited 
maintenance.
     Today’s course, managed by the volunteer mem-
bers of the Lillooet Golf Club, has a pro shop with 
club and pull cart rentals, and also offers snacks 
and beverage service.
     Tee time reservations are not necessary, but it’s 
advisable to call ahead to ensure the course isn’t 
booked for a tournament or event.
     The Sheep Pasture Golf Course is located eight 
kilometers (five miles south) of Lillooet on Texas 
Creek Road.

Continued from page 35
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SPLITROCK CENTRE  
SEKW’EL’WÁS EXPERIENCE TOURS

Tours - Spawning Channel - Nursery

SPLITROCK CENTRE  
SEKW’EL’WÁS EXPERIENCE TOURS

Tours - Spawning Channel - Nursery

Walk with us to discover our land and culture
Join one of our knowledgeable guides.  

Get up close as you explore our culture, plants and wildlife.  
Hands-on and interactive!

One-hour tours - June to October
Hours:  Tuesday to Saturday - 11 am and 1 pm
Place:  Splitrock Centre, Highway 99, Lillooet

Contact:  250-256-3109
splitrockenvironmental@gmail.com

www.splitrockenvironmental.ca

 There’s gold in them thar hills. And rivers. And 
creeks. 
  “You can take a pan and go down there to 
the Fraser and pan anywhere,” among the river’s 
boulders and back eddies, says prospector Lloyd 
McNary. Easy access to the river can be found 
at the BC Hydro restoration site, located off 
Powerhouse Road. 

 Gold-seekers 
are welcome to 
use hand pans, 
hand shov-
els and metal 
detectors in 
their search for 
precious placer 
gold nuggets 
and “colour” 
that has bro-
ken free of the 
motherlode and 
been drawn 
down by gravity 
into rivers and 
streams. 
 McNary has 
this advice for 

gold-seekers:
1. Gold is unmistakable. If you think it’s Fool’s 
Gold, it probably is. Fool’s Gold (pyrite) is hard and 
brittle, while gold is soft and malleable.
2. Metal gold pans are durable and will last many 
seasons whereas a plastic pan will crack with wear. 
Bigger pans hold more gravel – greater chances of 
riches – but smaller pans are lighter, fitting easily 
into a backpack.

All that glitters is gold…

Old Mill Plaza          250-256-4262 
www.pharmasavelillooet.com

email: pharmasave178@gmail.com

• Pharmacist on Duty 
   5 Days/Week
• Gift Shop   
• Toys
• Seasonal Supplies
• Books/Magazines
• Greeting Cards
• Lottery Centre

Hours:  Mon. - Thurs. - 9:30 am - 6 pm
Friday - 9:30 am - 8 pm

Saturday - 9:30 am - 6 pm  Sunday - 11 am - 5 pm

3. Gold is very heavy and will sink down in creek 
bottoms and riverbeds. Searching the bottom of a 
streambed is a good place to scoop up some dirt to 
try your hand at panning.
4. Black sands are a good indication of minerals, 
so look for these locations.
5. Don’t stick to one spot; keep your options open.
 Please note: Do not pan for gold where a min-
eral or placer claim has been staked, within a park, 
on First Nations lands or on private property unless 
permission is given. When in doubt, ask.
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Fraser Cove 
Campground & Guest Cottage

   Phone:  250-256-0142
Toll Free: 1-800-936-2040

frasercove@gmail.com
www.frasercove.com

• SuperHost Certified
• Full Hook-ups
• 30 & 50 amp available
• Hot Shower
• Free Wireless Internet
• Shady, Riverfront Tent Sites
• Scenic Walk Over Historic
   Suspension Bridge to Mall

Just Off Hwy #99
at 1234 Davis Rd.

151 Moha Rd.
250-256-4040

Email: shulaps9@telus.net

Four-Bay Shop 
For All Your 

Automotive Needs

ShulapS 
Service centre inc.

• B.C.’s Best Tomatoes
• Fruits, Veggies, Herbs
• U-Pick        • We Pick

Old Airport Gardens
Farm Market
Old Airport Gardens
Farm Market

TAKE YOUR PICK!TAKE YOUR PICK!

Phone/Fax: 250-256-7051
1/4 Mile South

of Lillooet Turn-Off
on Hwy 12

Campground - 10 Minutes from Town 

• Showers/Laundry 
• Water/Sewer 

• Hydro

www.willowscampground.com
email: 

willowscampground@telus.net

Ron Marks & 
Shelley Matheson

 Willows at 6 Mile

7 km S of Lillooet - Hwy 12 S - 250-256-0429

     Your eyes are not deceiving you if you spot a 
yellow submarine or an ROV (remotely operated 
vehicle) slipping beneath the waters of Pavilion 
Lake northeast of Lillooet on Highway 99.
     Mysterious treasures are located on the floor 
of the limestone-walled mountain lake – micro-
organisms known as microbialites. They form an 
underwater “garden” resembling shrubbery in 
the shapes of cauliflowers, artichokes, coral and 
chimneys.
     Pavilion Lake is one of the few places on Earth 
where microbialite formations are found. NASA 
(the National Aeronautics and Space Adminis-
tration), the Canadian Space Agency (CSA), the 
University of British Columbia and the Vancouver 
Aquarium have joined together as the Pavilion 

Solving the 
mysteries of 
Pavilion Lake

Lake Research Project to explore, study, pho-
tograph and sample these fascinating freshwa-
ter structures. 
     Believed to be similar to some of the earli-
est life forms on Earth, the microbialites offer 
a potential window into ancient eco-systems 
on Earth and possibly early Mars as well.
     Recreational scuba diving in the lake is 
only allowed in selected areas to protect the 
microbialites, scientific equipment and ongo-
ing experiments.

Photo Credit: Pavilion Lake Research Project
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• Registered 
Massage Therapy

• Acupuncture
• Naturopathic Services

• Weight Loss, Gifts
• Spa Services: REHAB

•Eminence Organic 
Skin Therapy

• Beauty & Body Therapy
• Spray Tanning

Intense Pulsed Light

E-mail:  lillooetwellness@gmail.com
www.lillooetwellnesscentre.ca

250-256-2156 
836 Main St., Lillooet, BC

LILLOOET PUBLIC
LIBRARY

• Free WiFi and 
   Public Computers
• Summer Reading Club
• Branches in Gold Bridge
   and Shalalth at the 
   Bridge River Power Site

Contact info and 
hours of operation at:

http://lillooetbc.libraries.coop

Visitors Welcome

Wilderness Stewardship
Foundation

- Long-term Planning in the Stewardship of
the South Chilcotin Mountain Park 

and the Greater Bridge River Watershed -

Sign up to participate in wildlife
management planning!

Contacts us at
info@wildernessstewards.com 

For more info on the Wilderness Stewardship 
Foundation visit

www.wildernessstewards.com

Scenic Drives 
    With four spectacular scenic drives reaching all 
corners of the Lillooet area, this is a circle-touring 
paradise. Explore one scenic drive or use Lillooet 
as your base and explore all of them.  

Coast Mountain Circle Tour 
691  kilometres (429 miles)  Three to seven days.

 
 

The round-trip loop from Lillooet to Vancouver 
provides some of the most beautiful vistas in 
southern British Columbia. 
 Starting in Lillooet, this route follows the spec-
tacular Duffey Lake Road (Highway 99), which 

winds through rugged wilderness, past snow-
capped mountains and glacial lakes to Pemberton. 
 It continues through the Coast Mountains and 
past the world-famous ski resort at Whistler on 
the newly upgraded Hwy. 99 to Squamish and the 
Pacific Ocean and then to Vancouver. 
 East of Vancouver, the trip north along the 
Trans-Canada Highway (Highway 1) provides a 
striking transformations in scenery as the metro-
politan area gives way to the fertile agricultural 
heartland of B.C. - the Fraser Valley.
 Highway 1 follows the Fraser River and the old 
Cariboo Gold Rush Trail. 
 With their pick-axes, gold pans and mules, 
prospectors in the 1850s and 1860s endured peril 
after peril to follow their dreams of gold to the 
Cariboo. Tunnels along the route are named for 
former Fraser River gold mining bars.
 The region around Lytton and Lillooet offer 
another change of landscape. 
 This semi-arid area receives less than 25 cen-
timetres of rainfall annually and there’s a friendly 
rivalry between the two towns over which com-
munity can claim the title as Canada’s real hot 
spot. 

Duffey Lake - Hurley River Road 
Circle Tour
Some seasonal roads (June to October), 281 km 
(174 miles): one day

 The trip to Gold Bridge-Bralorne from Lillooet 
follows Highway 40, a mostly gravel road, along 
the steep canyon of the  Bridge River. Watch for 
wildlife and rocks. 
 For a photo op, stop at the spectacular 
Horseshoe Bend, where the varied rocks and min-
erals in the hillside tell a fascinating geological 
story. The road hugs the shoreline of Carpenter 
Lake, formed by the construction of a hydroelectric 

     You will find some of the most amazing snow-
mobiling anywhere by heading up Highway 40 
towards Bralorne. Where the South Chilcotin 
Mountains meet the mighty glaciers of the Coast 
Range, this unique terrain makes it a gold mine 
for sledders. From the steep and deep to endless 
icefields, forest trails to open meadows, you’ll find 
something for everyone here.     
     Soak up the spectacular views and create fresh 
tracks in the deep powder. The Bridge River Valley 
Snowmobile Association and the Mineshaft Pub 
groom select trails.  
     Popular riding areas are Taylor Basin, Bralorne/
Noel, Slim Creek, and Lone Goat. The Hurley River 
Road (55 km) is the sled-accessed route into Gold 
Bridge from the Pemberton Meadows. Take the East 
Hurley fork to sled into Bralorne. 
     For more information on sled trails, visit www.
southchilcotin.ca/sled.

Snowmobiling Haven
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561 Main St • Lillooet • 250-256-4111

& Lillooet Glass 

on Main St. across from the fire hall

No Problem... 
          Come visit us!

Got a Windshield Chip?
A Flat Tire?

Mile 0 Motel
Canada's Best Value Inn

• 36 New Units – Air Cond  – Cable TV
• Free wireless Internet – Movie Channels
• Honeymoon suite (Fireplace – Jacuzzi)
• Family Suite w/Separate Room – Jet Tub
• Banquet Hall – Guest Coin laundry

‘Your Home Away From Home’
P: 250-256-7511 • F: 250-256-4124

Toll Free: 1-888-766-4530
Email: info@mileomotel.com

Located at 616 Main St.
Downtown Lillooet, B.C.  V0K 1V0
Website: www.mileomotel.com

Great Scenic View of the Fraser River

 ©2008 Doctor’s Associates Inc. SUBWAY® is a registered trademark of Doctor’s Associates Inc.

250-256-7807

Lillooet BC

Across
from

Old Mill 
Plaza

4pines4pines
MOTEL

• 47 Units   • Air Conditioned
• Cable TV   • Kitchenette
• Honeymoon Suites with Jacuzzis
• Suites with Jet Tubs
• Guest Laundry
• Direct Dial Phones/Voice Mail
• Internet Access available
• Seniors Discount
• Reasonable Rates
• Complimentary Tea, Coffee & Ice

Quiet, Comfortable 
& Clean in 

Downtown Lillooet
2 1/2 Stars on Canada’s 

Select Star Rating
Toll-Free Reservations
1-800-753-2576

Ph: 250-256-4247    Fax: 250-256-4120
www.4pinesmotel.com
108 8th Ave.  Lillooet, BC

dam on the Bridge River in 1948. Gold Bridge and 
Bralorne were home to the richest gold mine in 
Canada for 40 years, until the mine closed in 1971. 
 The area is a hunting, fishing, snowmobiling 
and rockhounding paradise. The route continues 
over the Hurley Pass and down into the Pemberton 
Valley. The final leg of the journey returns to 
Lillooet via Highway 99  (Duffey Lake Road).

Fountain Valley
Year-round gravel road, 68 kilometres (42 miles) 
2 ½ hours

 Follow Highway 99 from Lillooet towards Cache 
Creek to start this tour. Ten minutes out of Lillooet, 
to the left and across the Fraser River, are the 
Xwisten (Bridge River First Nation) fishing grounds. 
Local Aboriginal people fish for salmon here with 
dip nets, then cut the fish and hang it on racks to 
dry in the wind.
 A right turn at the village at (Xaxli’p) Fountain 
Flats begins the ascent into Fountain Valley, with 
its beautiful mountain meadows and deciduous 
forests. Camping and picnicking spots are available 
at Fountain Lake.  Another right turn onto Highway 
12 affords a panoramic view of Fountainview 
Farms, B.C.’s largest grower of organic carrots. Not 
far north of the Fountain Valley Road intersection is 
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the “Big Slide” ... so massive that the cost of wid-
ening the road through it is prohibitive. As a result, 
for a distance of 400 metres the road becomes one 
lane carved out of the cliff side. Imagine navigating 
this by wagon or mule!

Pavilion Mountain
 245 kilometres (152 mile) one day
 This Scenic Drive follows part of the original 
Cariboo Wagon Road/Gold Rush Trail. Follow 
Highway 99 north from Lillooet to the aboriginal 

community of Ts’kw’axylaw (Pavilion). Turn left 
and begin the climb to the plateau atop Pavilion 
Mountain (elevation 1520 metres). 
 The trip offers an exciting drive through the heart 
of the Diamond S Cattle Ranch, a producer of prime 
beef for more than a century that’s now raising 
organic beef. 
 After descending from Pavilion Mountain, the 
route follows the shoreline of Kelly Lake. A picnic 
at inviting Downing Provincial Park allows time to 
enjoy the beauty of this tranquil valley. 
 The road from Kelly Lake leads to Clinton, with 
its copper-colored mountains and many historic 
ranches. On the return trip to Lillooet, drop in at his-
toric Hat Creek Ranch, at the junction of Highways 
97 and 99, for an old-fashioned western welcome. 
Be sure to ask about the ghost lurking in the ranch 
house. 
 Further along Highway 99, the unique limestone 
pillar of Chimney Rock can be seen to the left. 
Camping is available at Marble Canyon Provincial 
Park, and Pavilion and Crown Lakes are lovely plac-
es to swim or picnic.

LILLOOET

CLINTON

PAVILION

TO LYTTON

TO CACHE
     CREEK

TO PRINCE
     GEORGE

Kelly Lake

Pavilion
     Lake

Fraser R
iver

Bridge River

97

99

To Gold Bridge

To Lytton

To Whistler

To
Cache
Creek

FOUNTAIN
VILLAGE

LILLOOET

Fraser River

Fountain
 Lake

Fo
un

ta
in

Va
lle

y
R

oa
d

99

99

12



Mr. Twisty
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Lillooet REC Centre Lawn

Apricot 
Festival 
Dance

July 25, 2015      5pm - to Midnight
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